March 9, 2022

What follows are newspaper articles from the years 1998 through 2000 covering the massive push by Oklahoma state agencies to construct
what came to be called "The Outer Loop," a gigantic proposed highway construction project. I hope this collection can help shed light and
provide some background context and perspective regarding the current efforts to build a turnpike in East Norman.

There were multiple proposals coming from many different angles; it could be an Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) project
using federal funds, or a toll-road built by the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority (OTA). It could also be a NAFTA (North American Free Trade
Agreement) truck bypass, funneling 30,000 trucks a day through eastern McClain, Cleveland and Oklahoma counties around the Oklahoma
City metro area, with it and the nearby Interstate 35 areas being designated official "NAFTA Trade Corridors," garnering federal funds and
jurisdiction.

All plans called for a multilane highway beginning somewhere in the I-35/Purcell/ Wayne/Payne area, heading east through Norman, Moore,
Oklahoma City, Choctaw, Jones, Harrah/Newalla, and joining back up with I-35 somewhere in the Edmond and Arcadia areas.

Involved government groups and individuals were: ODOT, OTA, the City Councils of Norman, Moore, Choctaw, Jones, Arcadia and
Edmond, Governor Frank Keating, ODOT/OTA head Neal McCaleb, lead ODOT engineer David Streb (now President of Poe and
Associates), The Association of Central Oklahoma Governments (ACOG), The I-35 Trade corridor Study Group, the North American
Supercorridor Coalition (NASCO), the Federal Highway Administration (FHA) and representatives of the Kickapoo, Absentee Shawnee and
Citizen Potawatomi tribes. Ad hoc citizens groups also formed in Norman, Choctaw, Jones, Arcadia and Edmond. Non-governmental
organizations (NGO's) were also involved, such as Common Cause, the North American Transportation Institute, and The Sierra Club.

There was also the involvement of a quasi-governmental group called the Continental Gateway Authority (CGA), based in Purcell, run by
Purcell politicians and bankers, which was pressuring Oklahoma lawmakers for legislation granting them the same road building, bond selling
and emminent domain powers as the OTA.

The newspaper articles come from numerous newspapers in the metro area, including some from the since-discontinued "Norman
Oklahoman," which was a supplement of the Daily/Sunday Oklahoman newspaper.

Due to public opposition and outcry, plans for the Outer Loop were dropped, with the City Councils/Boards of Trustees of Norman
(1-12-99), Arcadia (2-20-99), Jones (3-2-99) and Choctaw (3-16-99) supporting "no build" options, with Jones going so far as to oppose "any
outer loop, I-35 Trade Corridor bypass or turnpike within town limits."

In a press release issued by Zach Taylor of the Association of Central Oklahoma Governments, ODOT/OTA head Neal McCaleb stated, "The
people of central Oklahoma have spoken and we have listened." McCaleb declared the Outer Loop "dead."

As an East Norman land owner at the time, and having volunteered early on, I was deeply involved in the Outer Loop opposition movement. I
became one of the main organizers, and spoke to thousands of people, sharing their concerns and trying to explain things as best I could. As
Edmond organizer Jerry Sochor told me, regarding how he became involved, "I was waiting for Moses to come along, take my hand and lead
me to the promised land, when I realized I was the one out front waving the flag!"

I quickly learned that, what I thought was a simple Norman problem, was really a problem touching all of the OKC metro area. There were
thousands of people who were mad as hell, and weren't gonna take it any more. I got to meet some amazing people.

Three groups left an everlasting impression on me. One group I came to call the "Granny Shotgun Brigade." I received countless phone calls
from elderly women who all told me essentially the same story. "Dave," they would say, "my Grandaddy built this house, on this land, and
we've been here ever since. My Daddy was born here in this house, and I was born here, and by God, if any state highway crooks try to take it
away, I'll get my shotgun and shoot the sonsabitches!" The Granny Shotgun Brigade.

The second group were members of the local Native Tribes. Some of them, partcularly the young males, had vowed to take up arms against
anyone desecrating their sacred burial grounds, as some of the grounds were shown on public ODOT Outer Loop maps. This stance moved
me greatly, as they were much more committed to protecting their ancestors grave sites than any white people I knew.

The third group was led by the Mayor of Arcadia, Marilyn Murrell. Mayor Murrell was an old-school civil rights activist trained in the ways of
Martin Luther King Jr.-style non-violent civil disobedience. She was super-cool, yet not a woman to be taken lightly. I will never forget when

she vowed before me and other local organizers that she would chain herself to any bulldozer trying to build a highway in her town.

After hearing their declarations of commitment, I would always say, "Wow. I hope to God it never comes to that." And, thankfully, it never
did. Yet, here we are today, repeating history.

Dave Moore




































By Randall Turk

Transcript Business Editor

An imaginary line designating a possi-
ble route for the new metro area “Outer
Loop” is back on the map at the state
Department of Transportation. ‘

“Alternative Zz"would stab south from
the Kilpatrick Turnpike, take in the “Nor-
man Spur” of the H.E. Bailey Turnpike,
plow east along Post Oak Road and then
turn north about a mile east of Lake Thun-

v

The Outer Loop
lood of comments staggering

derbird to connect with the Turner Turn-
pike and I-35. The route, one of five being

considered, was reinstated in response t.

o

from the plan, highway officials said.

The earlier elimination of the Zz route
from the list of options might be an indi
cation it will not fare well during later eval
uation by transportation experts. Trans-
portation officials said previously that
taking the loop east of Lake Thunderbird
would not collect enough traffic to relieve

a congested 1-35. :

"Transportation Department officials say
public input is important to the planning
process, although none can say just how
much clout public opinion carries, com
pared to other factors, P hlin rogprmneheg
beer ™~ tysy =
T Scuvwny of Transportation Neal
McCaleb said he had reservations about
deleting Zz from the list of optional routes,

» See LOOP Page B2
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American Laser Solutions always ahead of change-




































































































PRES -EASE ZAC C 3

“The people of Central Oklahoma have spoken, and we have listened,” said
Oklahoma Secretary of Transportation Neil | :Caleb, as he announced
indefinite antinua of consideration of the eastern portion of the
Outer Loop.

Responding to significant public involvement in the long-range study, state and
area transportation planners have decided to discontinue review of the eastern
portion of the Loop.

“This was a study to see if the Loop was needed or wanted,” said Association of
Central Oklahoma Governments chairman Steve Knox. “We're not sure whether
it is needed, but evidently it is not wanted,” he added.

Planners will continue to consider intermodal options, transit, improved
signalization, express busses, carpooling, high occupancy vehicle lanes and so
forth to mitigate long-term traffic concerns as well as recommendations regarding
the southwest portion of the proposed Loop.

This involves study of a possible corridor from 1-40 near the airport angling south
and east I-35 in the Norman area.

Partners in the this study -- the Oklahoma Department of Transportation, the
Association of Central Oklahoma Governments, and the Oklahoma Turnpike
Authority — have agreed to focus current efforts on the southwest portion of the
loop and intermodal alternatives until more complete information is
available regarding future trade traffic, commercial traffic generated by the
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).

The Outer Loop Study was initiated by cities, towns and counties of central
Oklahoma in conjunction with state transportation agencies in an effort to look at
long-range transportation needs and how they relate to future zoning and land
use decisions.


































The NAFTA Corridor BypasSIOuter Loop:
Media Snips

Prepared by"Controi The Loop Action Coalition
1108 W. Main, Suite 101, Norman, OK 73068 — (405) 579-7880

“He [Neil McCaleb, Oklahoma Secretary of Transportation, Director of ODOT, Director
of OTA] said his priorities include determining the most effective routes, and building
roads....”

Norman Transcript, 01/03/99

“McCaleb acknowledged that public input in the highway planning process ‘is not a
democratic poll. Public input is taken into consideration, but the public is notin a
position to make enlightened judgment about traffic modeling:”
Neil McCaleb, Oklahoma Secretary of Transportation, Director of ODOT, Director
of OTA, Norman Transcript, 01/03/99

“If we don’t do this now, in five years, we might not be able to get the right-of-way for
it
Marc Long, Cobb Engmeermg Outer Loop MIS Contractor Norman Transcnpt
- 06/14/98

"By the time we get through with this-process, it will impact half a million people.”
Marc Long, Cobb Engineering, Outer Loop MIS Contractor, Norman Transcript,
06/14/98

“Transportation: officials have said restrictive zoning or special legislation could be used
to preserve land. However, they have not said how the state would acquire land from
existing homeowners and businesses.”

Norman Transcript, 12/30/98

‘_ The ‘subject of intimate [SIC eminent] domam and alternat:ve transponatlon will be
addressed at the meeting.” ‘ :
Edmond Sun, 01/14/98

“ . learning how to preserve the corridor will go beyond local and state applications in -
the future.”
Zac Taylor, ED of ACOG, Norman Transcript, 06/14/98

[Steve] Knox [Edmond City Councilor, Chairman of ACOG and MIS Steering Committee
member] said none of the prlmary studies were de5|gned to take into consideration
residential neighborhoods...

Edmond Sun, O1/10/99
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