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What follows are newspaper articles from the years 1998 through 2000 covering the massive push by Oklahoma state agencies to construct 
what came to be called "The Outer Loop," a gigantic proposed highway construction project. I hope this collection can help shed light and 
provide some background context and perspective regarding the current efforts to build a turnpike in East Norman.

There were multiple proposals coming from many different angles; it could be an Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) project 
using federal funds, or a toll-road built by the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority (OTA). It could also be a NAFTA (North American Free Trade 
Agreement) truck bypass, funneling 30,000 trucks a day through eastern McClain, Cleveland and Oklahoma counties around the Oklahoma 
City metro area, with it and the nearby Interstate 35 areas being designated official "NAFTA Trade Corridors," garnering federal funds and 
jurisdiction.

All plans called for a multilane highway beginning somewhere in the I-35/Purcell/Wayne/Payne area, heading east through Norman, Moore, 
Oklahoma City, Choctaw, Jones, Harrah/Newalla, and joining back up with I-35 somewhere in the Edmond and Arcadia areas.

Involved government groups and individuals were: ODOT, OTA, the City Councils of Norman, Moore, Choctaw, Jones, Arcadia and 
Edmond, Governor Frank Keating, ODOT/OTA head Neal McCaleb, lead ODOT engineer David Streb (now President of Poe and 
Associates), The Association of Central Oklahoma Governments (ACOG), The I-35 Trade corridor Study Group, the North American 
Supercorridor Coalition (NASCO), the Federal Highway Administration (FHA) and representatives of the Kickapoo, Absentee Shawnee and 
Citizen Potawatomi tribes. Ad hoc citizens groups also formed in Norman, Choctaw, Jones, Arcadia and Edmond. Non-governmental 
organizations (NGO's) were also involved, such as Common Cause, the North American Transportation Institute, and The Sierra Club.

There was also the involvement of a quasi-governmental group called the Continental Gateway Authority (CGA), based in Purcell, run by 
Purcell politicians and bankers, which was pressuring Oklahoma lawmakers for legislation granting them the same road building, bond selling 
and emminent domain powers as the OTA.

The newspaper articles come from numerous newspapers in the metro area, including some from the since-discontinued "Norman 
Oklahoman," which was a supplement of the Daily/Sunday Oklahoman newspaper.

Due to public opposition and outcry, plans for the Outer Loop were dropped, with the City Councils/Boards of Trustees of Norman 
(1-12-99), Arcadia (2-20-99), Jones (3-2-99) and Choctaw (3-16-99) supporting "no build" options, with Jones going so far as to oppose "any 
outer loop, I-35 Trade Corridor bypass or turnpike within town limits."

In a press release issued by Zach Taylor of the Association of Central Oklahoma Governments, ODOT/OTA head Neal McCaleb stated, "The 
people of central Oklahoma have spoken and we have listened." McCaleb declared the Outer Loop "dead."

As an East Norman land owner at the time, and having volunteered early on, I was deeply involved in the Outer Loop opposition movement. I 
became one of the main organizers, and spoke to thousands of people, sharing their concerns and trying to explain things as best I could. As 
Edmond organizer Jerry Sochor told me, regarding how he became involved, "I was waiting for Moses to come along, take my hand and lead 
me to the promised land, when I realized I was the one out front waving the flag!"

I quickly learned that, what I thought was a simple Norman problem, was really a problem touching all of the OKC metro area. There were 
thousands of people who were mad as hell, and weren't gonna take it any more. I got to meet some amazing people.

Three groups left an everlasting impression on me. One group I came to call the "Granny Shotgun Brigade." I received countless phone calls 
from elderly women who all told me essentially the same story. "Dave," they would say, "my Grandaddy built this house, on this land, and 
we've been here ever since. My Daddy was born here in this house, and I was born here, and by God, if any state highway crooks try to take it 
away, I'll get my shotgun and shoot the sonsabitches!" The Granny Shotgun Brigade.

The second group were members of the local Native Tribes. Some of them, partcularly the young males, had vowed to take up arms against 
anyone desecrating their sacred burial grounds, as some of the grounds were shown on public ODOT Outer Loop maps. This stance moved 
me greatly, as they were much more committed to protecting their ancestors grave sites than any white people I knew.

The third group was led by the Mayor of Arcadia, Marilyn Murrell. Mayor Murrell was an old-school civil rights activist trained in the ways of 
Martin Luther King Jr.-style non-violent civil disobedience. She was super-cool, yet not a woman to be taken lightly. I will never forget when 
she vowed before me and other local organizers that she would chain herself to any bulldozer trying to build a highway in her town.

After hearing their declarations of commitment, I would always say, "Wow. I hope to God it never comes to that." And, thankfully, it never 
did. Yet, here we are today, repeating history.

Dave Moore 



Officials see need 
for new highways 
to avoid congestion 
By S.E. Ruckman 
Transcript Staff Writer 

The need for a traffic loop encircling Oklahoma City 
1 

can be summed up in two words, according to the 
executive director of the Association of Central Okla­
homa Governments. 

''Without being melodramatic, time and safety are our 
most paramount reasons," said Zac Taylor: 

Even in the face of the present widening of I-35, 
improvements to help traffic flow in and around Okla­
homa City are long overdue, Taylor said. 

"Our prediction is that 1-35 will become a congested' 
corridor and may not satisfy the needs of those who use 
it," he said. 

- Taylor said citizens that become involved in the loop 
planning are making an investment into what Norman, 
will look like in the next century. : 

'We want to make sure any proposals are_ compatible 
with their visions of future land use," he said. 

Mark Long, of Cobb Engineering, said the loop study 
was the largest study of its kind in Oklahoma. 

"By the time we get through with this process, it will 
impact half a million people," he said. 

Taylor said getting everyone involved in the loop 
perimeter process and learning how to preserve the cor­
ridor will go beyond local and state applications in the 
future. 

"I think there is a very compelling reason to be 
involved in this," he said. "Instinctively we know there 
will be more commercial traffic. There are new alterna­
tives people may want to consider." 

Long said keeping the goal of the study in minG was 
tantamount, although there is no funding for this pro­
ject so far and no plans for future construction. 

- "If we don't do this now, in five years, we might not· 
be able to get the right-of-way for it," he said. 

Reporter S.E. Ruckman covers city government. She can 
be reached at 366-3540. 



clij~no1~1nlilVor of cmTent loop Plan 
By S.E. Ruckman 
Transcript Staff Writer \ 

\ 
A packed house greeted.the steer­

ing committee for the Outer Loop 
proposal at the Lowiy Room June 16. 

Richard Massie, director of plan­
ning, made it clear the city's view was 
not in favor of the loop as proposed. 

Massie made a brief four-point pre­
sentation to the 100 or ~o people on 
Norman's input given the policies on 
land use by Norman's 2020 plan. 

'ThaJ;.alignment and location will 
be the biggest benefit to citizens of 
Norman - not in favor of a map that 
goes to south of Norman," he said, 
referring to the proposed loop area. 

He said that State Highway 9 is not 
a suitable portion for the Outer Loop 
because of the road capacity for 
which it was intended. 

'That road is designed to carry 
26,000 people and not designed for 
an Outer Loop capacity," he said. 

He emphasized it would be cost 
prohibitive, destroying budding land 
use. 

He said it not only compromised 
the land use plan as outlined in Nor­
man 2020, plus he also cited the 

watershed of Lake Thunderbird. 
"It is totally appropriate to suggest 

· the need to consider taking off for a 
bypass east of Lake Thunderbird by 
Pauls Valley or Purcell to the south 
of us," he said. 

He said the steering committee's 
proposal about the loop's placement 
was not a done 

ment of Transportation (ODOT) corridor study. 
members, Oklahoma Turnpike Marc Long, of Cobb Engineering, 
Authority and Cobb Engineering said the committee was trying to find 
addressed the audience with a syn- out what needs to be done and then I 
opsis of their proposal in addition to how to do it so that it could be incor-
a question and answer period. porated into the I-35 study. 

Terry McFall, of ODOT, remind- Long suggested tolls, bonds, high-
ed the crowd that even if a proposed way funds and private moneys for 

loop were to be building the loop, if it were built. 

deal. 
'We are a 

member of Asso­
ciation of Central 
Oklahoma Gov­
ernments 
(ACOG). We do 
have input into 
this process," he 

. said. 'We wanted 
the people of Nor­
man to know 
where we stand." 

"It is my 
observation the 
people of Norman 
are veiy concerned 
with the outcome 
of this study." 

agreed upon He said the Outer Loop study 
that evening, no should be completed in January of 1 
funds have been 1999 or in the spring of next year at · 
set aside to fund .' the latest. He said the steering com­
the loop that mittee would schedule public meet­
would enclose ings for the fall for further input on 
Oklahoma City their final evaluation: 
and its adjoining He said evaluation of public input 
cities. was invaluable to tie study. 

The steering "It is my observation the people of 
committee also Norman are very concerned with the 
outlined the outcome of this study," he said. 
importance of Zac Taylor ; of ACOG, said preser- . 

The current 
proposal, outlined 
by the committee, 
has the loop uti-

- Marc Long, of 
Cobb Engineering 

theNorthAmer- vation of desired land use was the 
ican Free Tr:;tde key concept on every level of the 
Agreement and study. 

lizing State Highway 9 cutting north 
around 48th Avenue Southeast and 
60th Avenue Southeast 

Members of a committee com­
prised of ACOG, Oklahoma Depart-

the designation 'We are not just studying where 
of Interstate 35 as a major trade cor- the lines go, but how to preserve 
ridor as key reasons for the need of those lines if is our intent to have a 
a loop. loop in the future," he said. 

McFall s~d the Outer Loop study Reporter S.E. Ruckman covers city 
would meld mto a present I-35 trade government. She can be' reached at 

366-3540. 
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area. By Christy Watson 
Staff Writer 

Oklahoma City area residents 
asked state transportation offi­
cials Monday night to consider 
light rail and other forms of 
mass transit as an option to 
building a highway to ease con­
gestion on metro area roads. 

The meetings are part of a 
$375,000 study by the Oklahoma 
Transportation Department, Ok­
lahoma Turnpike Authority and 
the Association of Central Okla­
homa Governments to identify 
the highway's location and pre­
serve land for the road. 

Cobb Engineering, said · trans­
portation modes like light rail 
will be considered when cou­
pled with a new highway. 

Long, whose company has 
studied several potential routes 
for an outer loop, presented 
four proposals approved by a 
steering committee of state and 
local officials. About 85 people from Okla­

homa City, Edmond, Norman, 
Choctaw, Jones and .Midwest 
City attended the first of two 
public meetings to discuss four 
possible routes for an outer loop 

Edmond resident Don Whit­
ney said new roads often redis­
tribute traffic but don't ease 
congestion. He also said a com­
muter light rail system would 
protect the area's air quality. 

Those routes, designated Cor­
ridors X, Y, Z and F, will be 
narrowed to one after the public 
meetings and a more detailed 
study of the routes' economic 
and environmental impacts. way surrounding the metro Marc Long, vice president of 

Following are the four potential corridors 
for an outer~loop highway surrounding the 
metro area. Each of the corridors, as des­
ignated by Cobb Engineering Co., is 2 
miles wide. The exact route of the highway 
will be narrowed when one corridor is se­
lected. 

F Corridor: Would connect with the Kil­
patrick Turnpike as it crosses Interstate 40 
at Sara Road. The highway would extend 
south and cross the H.E. Bailey Turnpike 
and head east on Highway 9. The road 
would turn at 60th Avenue SE and follow 

·Choctaw Road until it crosses the Turner 
Turnpike before ending at Interstate 35 
north of Edmond. 

Z Corridor: Would connect with the Kil­
patrick Turnpike as it crosses 1-40 at Sara 
Road. The highway would curve east and 
south crossing Interstate 44 near Meridian 
and Telephone Road near Tecumseh 
Road. The loop would continue east and 
north, crossing 1-40 at Choctaw Road and 
crossing Turner Turnpike near Triple XXX. 
The loop would connect with 1-35 north of 
Edmond. 

l 
( 

Y Corridor: Would connect with the Kil­
patrick Turnpike as it crosses 1-40 at Sara 
Road. The highway would extend east and 
south, crossing 1-44 near Meridian and Tel­
ephone Road at Tecumseh Road. The 
loop would head east and north, crossing 1-
40 near Henney and Choctaw roads before 
meeting with the Turner Turnpike between 
Hiwassee and Anderson. The highway 
would turn west near Waterloo and con­
nect with 1-35. 

X Corridor: Would connect with the Kil­
patrick Turnpike as it crosses 1-40 at Sara 
Road. The highway would curve east and 
south, like Corridors Y and Z, before cross­
ing 1-44 near Meridian and Telephone 
Road near Tecumseh Road. The loop 
would follow Anderson Road to NE 23 be­
fore extending south to Henney at NE 23. 
The route would cross 1-44 near Anderson 
before connecting at 1-35 north of Edmond. 

The study doesn't mean a 
road surrounding the metro 
will be built soon. 

"We're nowhere near being 
able to put right of way lines on 
a map," said David Streb of the 
state transportation department 
in response to questions about 
how many homeowners may 
have to give up their homes for 
highway building. 

While many residents wanted 
to know when a road will be 
built and its exact location, 
Streb and Long said no money 
is available for the road and the 

align~ent will not be known 
until next spring. 

Another public meeting will 
be at 7 tonight at the Moore­
Norman Vo-Tech in Norman. 

To share comments about 
where you think the loop 
should be located, contact the 
state transportation depart­
ment, 521-6433; the Oklahoma 
Turnpike Authority, 425-3600; or 
the Association of Central Okla­
homa Governments, 848- 8961. 

Information about the study 
also is available on the Internet 
at www.outerloop.com. 
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Hearing on outer loop proposal draws crowd 
....,. Many area residents 
upset by state's proposals 
for new highway 

study by the Oklahoma Transportation Depart­
ment, Oklahoma Turnpike Authority and the 
Association of Central Oklahoma Governments 
to identify the location of a future transportation 
corridor and preserve land for road construction. 

nated as Corridors X, Y, Zand F, will be narrowed 
to one after a more detailed study regarding the 
routes' economic and environmental impacts; 
Long said. 

Much of the loop's northern and western seg­
ments have been established by the Kilpatrick 
Turnpike and its western extension, which 
already is under construction. 

By Tom Blakey 
Transcript Staff Writer 

More than 300 people-many of whom reside 
in the rural area between Norman and Lake 
Thunderbird - crowded into the Moore-Nor­
man Technology Center's Seminar Center Tues­
day night to learn how their lives might be affect­
ed, or uprooted, by construction of an outer loop 
highway surrounding the metro area. 

Marc Long, vice president of Cobb Engineer­
ing, one of three engineering :firms commissioned 
to perform the study, said "Relieving congestion 
on the existing highway network is of utmost 
importance" in construction of the outer loop. 

Long presented four proposals adopted by a 
steering committee composed of two members 
each from the Oklahoma Department of Trans­
portation, the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority and 
the Association of Central Oklahoma Govern­
ments. 

Corridors X, Y and Z would carry the loop 
across Norman's north side at Tecumseh Road 
before turning back north toward Midwest City 
and Choctaw. 

Much of the criticism voiced Tuesday night 
concerned Corridor F, which would include the 
H.E. Bailey Turnpike Spur connecting with High­
way 9, travel eastward across 1-35 where a high.-

The public meeting was part of a $375,000 Those four routes, two-mile corridors desig-

..,. Continued from Page A 1 

way would be constructed to run 
south of the South Canadian Rfver, 
before turning northward through 
rural land between Norman and 
Lake Thunderbird at 60th Avenue 
Southeast 
· .fu oftentimes heated debate, resi­

dents asked whi: a ruevious pr~ 
.al for a corridor to n east of Lake 
Thunderbird was stricken from the 
list of four alternatives. 

Long responded that the route 
would not collect enough traffic to 
relieve congestion on I-~. · 

Others criticized study evaluations 
based upon the 1990 Census, which 
fails to include recent development 
east of Norman. 

Norman resident Lonnie Kennedy 
said highway construction in east 
Norman risked contamination of the 
watershed supplying Lake Thunder­
bird and the Garber-Wellington 
Aquifer. 

A Choctaw resident endorsed the 
"no builp" alternative, saying "we're 
not spending enough time and 
resources to improve the roads we've 
got" 

One angry resident said highway 
construction would destroy all he'd 
"sweated, worked and saved" to 
build. 

"I moved east of Norman to get 
away from the city," he said, to a 
round of thunderous applause. 

Admitting he was in the minoritY 
of project supporters at Tuesday 
night's meeting, Norman resident 
Bill Curry said: 'Traffic is so con­
gested, the need for the loop is 
already there. 

"Norman is the state's third 
largest city and it should be within 
the loop. F Corridor is appropriate J 
and I think it's needed," he added. • 

Long said the advisory and steer­
ing committees would continue to 
study the proposals before deciding 
on a final corridor route next spring. 

"No plan is in place for imminent 
construction of the highway," Long 
said. 

Long said residents could voice 
concerns to the state transportation 
department, 521-6433; OTA, 425-
3600; or ACOG at 848-9861. For addi­
tional information, contact the Outer 
Loop w~b site at 
www.outerloop.com. 
Reporter Tom Blakey covers city 
government. He can be reached at 
366-3540. 

See LOOP Page /l2. 
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--... r Loop commit~ 
oring Nonnan's welfare 

e Chamber of Commerce and the city east betw~ Tecumseh and Franklin roads 
some answers from state planners on and head nQrth about 108th Ave. NE where 

" · · Nonnan's input is being ignored on the they woulcfseparate and terminate at I-35 
Loop study project We, too, want to north of Edmond. "Conidor F' would start 

w why the study committee is ignoring at the K:ilWtrick Turnpike, go south to the 
elfare of the fourth largest city in this H.E. BailefTurnpike Spur, east along 
. t. Highway 9:to I-35 and run south of the 

community put considerable tinie Canadian .fiver, then tum north through 
-. d thought into the Norman 2020 plan and rural landj;jetween Norman and Lake 

eloped a sensible blueprint for the city's Thunder~, crossing the Turner Turnpike 
~~i . ~~e. The 2020 p~ .took into account the to conneQtwith I-35 north of Edmond. 
ry ·'f;~vrronmentally fragile nature of the area Complicating the matter is the I-35 
!1it ""'between the urbanized core of Nonnan and NAFTA 1pypass proposal, which Nonnan 
· f 1. • • Lake Thunderbird, choosing to limit residen~ also want to go east of Lake 
t c· ,· de\relopment of that rural area A plan to Thunde~!rd· However, with the loop as 

route 30,000 trucks a day through that area propo~ that traffic would almost certainly 
• liardly fits with the plan and would imperil be funni1. into the outer loop, worsening 
~ tfie Garber-Wellington Aquifer, which the si o~ like a pair of conjoined twins, 

;.s . ~pplies drinking water for Norman and the these" "issues are inextricable. 
tte siirrounding area Mo · · · 300 people attended the public 
1lit . : 'Alsodevastatingfortheclfywouldbeany mee· 4it:MooreNormanT~hnology 
For i attempt to route the Outer Loop along Center · · t week and voiced overwhelming . 
ulti '; Highway 9. The highway is vital to the south disapp ~of both proposals for the Outer 
1-2· ~ pap: of the city, and no reasonable east-west Loop. ityor Bob Thompson and Chambe.r-

~ · ahemative route is available for residents of of Co . ., President Mike Pullin wrote a 
trult area Providing enough on-ramps for :· joint le · to members of the Outer Loop . 
th<,>se re:'idents ~use the route would ·,:'- Study }-Ommittee June 25 which has not yet 
destroy its effectiveness as a bypass, and · ., been ~~ered · 

~ Lindsey Street does not have the capacity to ,... It appears likely that the loop will be built. 
handle the overflow. Morning and evening · with of Without the corisent of the people. .· 
rush hour traffic would be horrendous, and.::·: The s " ·· Supreme Court recently upheld a 
OU game days would be a nightmare. . $30<) · "on state highway bond issue 
Already known as a death trap, Highway 9 . -: ~ · a public vote, and the Turnpike 
w:Ould claim more lives~ traffic increased._.,:: !]- · also~ the power to issue bonds. 
t\:propoSal to take part of the loop south of {" · d the loop as a turnpike. We dare 

1'I th~ river helps, but it only goes as far as the :1. • 'tJor the.project to come to a vote · . 
; n · ~of Hwy. 77, still having an impact on · lliefo • ,M>idng our opposition, because that 

envtronmental and growth concerns in the ,lvote ';J]J never come. Now is the time to 
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East of lal<e 
loop pro I 
back on track 
.,... Revised route 
lies south of State 
Highway 9, east of 
Lake Thunderbird 

By Tom Blakey 
Transcript Staff Writer 

The Outer Loop Steering Commit­
tee - after loud public outcry from 
Norman residents- has placed a pre­
viously considered highway alterna­
tive back on the table for further con­
sideration. The revised and revived 
alternative route- corridor Zz - lies 
south of State Highway 9 and east of 
Lake Thunderbird. 

Planners are conducting a $375,000 
outer loop feasibility study to identify 
the location of a future transportation 
corridor and preserve land for road 
construction. Portions of the loop are 
not expected to be constructed for at 
least 20 years. 

Corridor Zz brings to five the num­
ber of options which advisory and 
steering committees will study before 
deciding on a :final corridor route next 
spring. 

State Transportation Secretary Neal 
Mccaleb announced the decision in a 
meeting with Norman Chamber of 
Commerce officials Monday. 

''I'm pleased the alternative was put 
back into considera~n, and th~t trans-

portation officials are listening to the 
concerns of Norman residents, the 
business community and city leaders," 
said chamber Transportation Com­
mittee chairman Alan Hendrick. 

Hendrick and chamber vice presi­
dent for economic developmentJim 
Wade arranged for the face-to-face 
meeting with McCaleb in order to get 
a response to a June 25 letter sent 
McCaleb by Mayor Bob Thompson 
and chamber president Mike Pullin. 
In the letter, Thompson and Pullin 
protested any outer loop route passing 
through the environmentally sensitive 
region between Norman and Lake 
Thunderbird. 

Thompson and Pullin also recom­
mended that a proposed I-35 bypass 
from the Purcell-Wayne area be rout­
ed east of Lake Thunderbird, and 
protested the use of any part of High­
way 9 within the Norman city limits as 
part of the outer loop or the I-35 
bypass. 

The corridor Zz proposal previous­
ly utilized Highway 9 east of I-35, but 
has been revised in its resurrected 
form. It now plots construction of a 
highway south of the Canadian River 
in the vicinity of Post Oak Road. The 
highway would extend east from I-35 
and tum north on the east side of Lake 
Thunderbird, eventually connecting 
with I-35 north of Edmond to complete 
a circle around the greater Oklahoma 
City metropolitan area. Much of the 

- - ---- ----------
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Loop: Alternative plan to Outer Loop back on track 
Q Continued from PaQe A 1"5> 

loop's northern and western seg­
ments have been established by the 
Kirkpatrick and Turner turnpikes. 

Of the other options, the X, Y and 
Z corridors are designed to begin in 
the far western metropolitan area 
where Kirkpatrick Turnpike and 140 
eventually will connect, travel south 
and east along Norman's north side 
between Tecumseh and Franklin 
roads, then tum north at about 108th 
Avenue Northeast, crossing Turner 
Turnpike and connecting with 1-35 
north of Edmond. 

Corridor F would bring the loop 
farther south to the H.E. Bailey Turn­
pike Spur, travel east along Highway 
9 to 1-35, where a highway would be 
built south of the Canadian River. 
The loop would then tum north 
through rural land between Norman 
and Lake Thunderbird, crossing the 
Turner Tum.pike and terminating at 
1-35 north of Edmond. 

More than 300 Norman residents, 
many residing in the rural area east 
of the city - voiced their prote'sts to 
the F corridor at a Dec. 8 public meet­
ing in Norman. City officials say the 
F corridor is contrary to Norman's 

2020 growth plan, which protects the 
land and environment around Lake 
Thunderbird. 

The region serves as a watershed 
for Lake Thunderbird and the Gar­
ber-Wellington Aquifer, the source of 
Norman's water supply. 

According to transportation offi­
' cials, the amended Zz alternative 
addresses those concerns. 

"Citizens also expressed concern 
about the width of the proposed alter­
natives - the study encompasses a 
two-mile-wide swath," ODOT officials 
stated in a press release issued Tues­
day. 

'The actual loop will only require 
800 feet for the highway's width, 
roughly one-tenth of the study area. 
The exact placement within the two­
mile-wide section will be determined 
based on which will cause the least 
impact to the environment, residents 
and businesses." 

Study committee officials brought 
forward the Zz proposal after it was 
dropped from the list of alternatives 
in November. According to ODOT 
officials, the plan had scored as :fifth 
highest of the highway alternatives 
in the preliminary evaluation process, 

-------

but had been "eliminated due to cost 
and mobility factors." 

The steering committee is com­
prised of two members each from 
the Oklahoma Department of Trans­
portation, the Oklahoma Turnpike 
Authority and the Association of Cen­
tral Oklahoma Governments. 

"I appreciate the planners putting 
that option back in for further study," 
said Norman Mayor Bob Thompson. 
"Moving the loop east of Lake Thun­
derbird goes a long way in preserv­
ing the ecologically sensitive area of 
east Norman. It also provides a much 
better route for truck traffic, relieving 
the congestion on 1-35." 

A revised map of the five alterna­
tive routes is being prepared by Cobb 
Engineering Company, one of three 
engineering firms commissioned to 
perform the study. 

Residents can voice their concerns 
to the state transportation depart­
ment, 521-6433; OTA, 425-3600; or 
ACOG at 848-9861. For additional 
information, contact the Outer Loop 
web site at www.outerloop.com. 
Reporter Tom Blakey covers city 
government and can be reached at 
366-3540. 
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Highway Plail Concerns· Readers 
By Christy Watson 

Staff Writer 
George Mccown is worried about his peace­

ful drive. 
Clovis Davis doesn't want extra noise. 
Kathleen Huffman doesn't want her parents 

to fret. 
Kim Lambert wants to keep her house. 
Their concerns were echoed by about 60 

metro area residents who called or e-mailed 
The Oklahoman to share their thoughts about a 
proposed highway to surround the metro area. 

Transportation officials recently announced 
fopr possible corridors for the highway, com­
'llonly referred to as the outer loop. Last week, 
l steering committee studying the outer loop 
idded another proposal to its list of possible 
alignments. 

Corridor ZZ travels east along State Highway 
9 to Luther Road. 

Only one corridor will be selected for the 
highway, but making that decision could be dif­
ficult. 

The proposals drew a variety of responses 
from people who attended two public meetings 
in Edmond and Norman. 

Many Norman residents were outraged by 
one proposal, identified as Corridor F, that · 
runs south of SH 9 and east between Norman's 
rural area and Lake Thunderbird. 

Many south Oklahoma City residents are 
equally opposed to Corridors X, Y and Z, which 
run through south Oklahoma City before cross­
ing Interstate 35 about one-half mile south of 
Franklin. 

Callers to The Oklahoman expressed mostly 
confusion about the process of choosing a high­
way alignment and were worried about 
whether the road would wipe out their homes 
and go through their land. 

"I am considering moving out to the country, 
but my decision may need to be based on where 
the highway will be," wrote Isabelle Billen. "I 
don't want to move to the country only to have 

· a busy highway within one-half mile of my 
house." 

The highway is an emotional issue for those 
whose houses could be in its path. 

"I do not want this going through. I bought 
my home deliberately away from major traf­
fic," said Lou Powell Leonard. "This would be 

1ng straight over my house." 

Kathleen Huffman said her family has lived 
in the Choctaw area for nearly 30 years and 
fears a highway would disrupt the lives of her 
and her parents. 

"I can handle it, I'm sure. But I worry for mY 
elderly parents who thought their home would 
be safe for years to come." 

Despite their confusion, transportation offi­
cials urge homeowners to be patient. 

"We don't have a direct pipeline to the 1 mil­
lion people that are there,'' said Zach Taylor, 
executive director of the Association of Central 
Oklahoma Governments. "We will continue to 
work with the metropolitan area media, 
through our Web site and public meetings to 
try to make every effort so that every affected 
party can have their input." 

ACOG, along with the Oklahoma Department 
of Transportation and the Oklahoma Turnpike 
Authority, are sponsoring a yearlong study to 
pinpoint a route for the highway. 

The $375,000 study is being conducted by 
Cobb Engineering of Oklahoma City. 

Officials describe the study as a long-range 
planning effort to preserve right of way for a 
highway designed to relieve growing conges­
tion from other metro roadways. 

State transportation department spokes­
woman Terri Angier said the public's input is 
vital to choosing a highway location. 

"Frankly, the public involvement process can 
be extremely productive if used properly,'' An­
gier said. 

Public opinion is the reason why Corridor ZZ 
will be considered by the outer loop advisory 
and steering committees, she said. 

Those who have an opinion are either 
strongly for or against some form of a loop 
highway. 

"Oklahoma City residents do not need any 
more poorly maintained highways to speed 
around on," wrote one unidentified person. 
"Why should the state want to ruin the serenity 
of the rural areas?" 

Paula Seals of Moore agrees. 
"Too many homes and families will be up­

rooted by these plans,'' she said. 
Those studying an outer loop, including a 70-

member advisory committee made up of city of­
ficials and business and civic leaders, have con­
sidered more alternatives than those presented. 

Beginning early last year, more than 50 high-

way routes were reviewed. Options that did not 
include building a· new highway were also con­
sidered. Those prqposals were to build a com­
muter rail servic~ to initiate an express bus 
service; to widen existing highways; and to 
create high vehiclffoccupancy lanes. 

The advisory anti steering committees, in a 
Sf;!ries of meetings,1clecided the nonhighway op­
tions alone would not sufficiently relieve traffic 
congestion. 

In a September report outlining each of the 
highway routes and other alternatives, Cobb 
Engineering officials predicted not building a 
new highway could worsen existing traffic con­
gestion and contribute to air quality problems. 

Several people who attended a December 
public meeting in) Edmond, and some who 
called The Oklah6man, favored a commuter 
rail system. r' 

"I believe that if enough study is done, l;ms 
service or light rail systems will be found to be 
much cheaper than the highway route," said 
Oklahoma City resident James Eubank. 

Those who agree a highway is needed were 
split between Corridors F and X. Corridor F is 
proposed south of SH 9, while Corridor X would 
run through south Oklahoma City and east of 
the metro near Choctaw and through Jones. 

Frustration has also stemmed from the width 
of the corridors. 

Each of the corridors represents a 2-mile­
wide area where a highway could be built. 

However, that's about 10 times more land 
than needed to build a road, said state transpor­
tation department spokeswoman Angier. 

"The reason we're studying a two-mile area 
is so that we can find the place with the least 
impact on homeown(!rs and the environment." 

Before a final location is picked, engineering 
and transportation -officials will conduct de­
tailed studies on the environment of each corri­
dor, looking for obstacles such as federal wet­
lands. 
--caifers who said they favor a loop are almost 
equally divided between Corridors F and X. 
Corridor ZZ had not yet been introduced when 
metro area residents phoned in their com­
ments. 

No callers said they favored Y, while a few 
said they favored z~ because the corridor ex­
tends further east than X and Y. 
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Outer Loop Meets Outer Limits 
TO THE EDITOR: 

On Dec. 8, I attended a public meeting on a 
proposal to build a six-lane highway south of 
the Oklahoma City metropolitan area termed 
"the Outer Loop." This expressway has been 
laid out in a manner that will adversely affect 
thousands of people's lives, property and qual- •1 

ity of life, not to mention the potential effects 
on underground aquifers and the watershed. 
There was a meeting in Edmond the previous 
night. The anemic approach to public notifica­
tion of this project smacks of secrecy and 
avoidance of public dissent. Many of the com­
munities and residents who live in the target 
area of this project know nothing of it. 

The 500 or 600 people in attendance at the 
Norman meeting were unanimous in opposi­
tion to the proposal. I believe the opposition 
could easily number in the tens of thousands. 
There were several alternatives presented. 
They were all bad ideas. The mantra used to, 
rally support was "we need to do something be-1 

fore it's too late." The goal is to have the Outer1 Loop in place by 2020. If this is all they can\ 
come up with, it's already too late. The study 
group should be scuttled and a new process put 
in motion. The message is, don't try to cram 
this down our throat. 

,,.. John Deen, Norman ' 
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City Council should adhere to 
2020 plan for ·outer loop' 

which point it angles sharply nontt~ 
the Norman city limits between 48tl 
Southeast and 60th Avenue Southeast): . , 

To the editor: This route was chosen and approved afte 
There will be a citizen's meeting at 7 p.m. much thoughtful study and research by city '" 

~edne$day at the Norman Public Library to officials and various citizens' groups. This 
discuss ways of stopping the craziness of the establishes a legal precedent to which the . 
state's various "outer loop" highway plans for state and federal land grabbers must be helct\~: ~. 
east Norman. You can bet I will be there, and I ... and the route of the 2020 plan certainly isni(>". 
urge all concerned to attend. 2 miles wide. · ~' · 

I do not support any of the state's proposed It is my position that the route described in ·. ' 
highway routes. I believe that if there is going the in the Norman 2020 plan is the only viable .·. 
to be a loop at all, it must be limiteq to the option. No X, no Y and no Z. Period. I. believe if 
route designated by the Norman 2020 Land the people of Norman can coordinate an~ put 
Use and Transportatioh Plan, which was pressure on the City Council and other officials, 
approved by the the Norman City Council in we can put a 'Stop to this madness. 
February and March of 1997 by resolutions R- "The Norman City Council will meet soon to 

. ' 96~7-57 and R-9697-70. I do not believe there decide the'elty's official posltib~ orrnie "oute~ .. 
is a need at all for an .01,1Jer !pop, especially . ..... .-, loop"p~~po~ls . .,I h9P.e fhei~ .w:icisjgp isiri,.~,"7'1'~'1<. 
through the peaceful and environmentally frag- alignment with what the dty"planl"ier: Rich~rd , · 
ile east Norman countryside. Massie said at Norman's first public "outer 

The planning department at City Hall pro- loop" meeting. He said the route described in 
: vides free copies of the'2020 maps to the pub- Norman's 2020 plan was the only route with 
. lie, and I suggest that everyone get one. It which he agreed. 
' clearly shows an "outer loop" starting at Indian Pressure should be put on City Council .. 
Hills Road and 48th Avenue Southwest, angling members to continue ~eir support for the 

' south and crossing lnterstate-35 between 2020 plan. • ; ;. 
Tecumseh Road and Franklin Road, then travel­
ing eastward on the south side of the Little 
River until reaching 36th Avenue Southeast. at 

~k I aAw 11\\~ D (\ ii j; I - 11- ~ 1 
- Michele ~~r~ 

Norman re&ident 



Z Corridor 
1BackonMap 
Plan Puts Road East of Lake 

, By Chip Minty 
Staff Writer 

Loud opposition to a proposed interstate highway 
through rural east Norman was enough to get the at­
tention of state planners, but ultimately, it may not be 
enough to stop the road construction. 

That's the opinion of Alan Hendrick, chairman of 
the Norman Chamber of Commerce transportation 
ommittee. 
He is working to keep a proposed highway loop out 

of the rural area west of Lake Thunderbird. 
Oklahoma Transportation Secretary Neal McCaleb 

told Hendrick last week that highway planners are 
aware of strong public sentiment against the route 
through east Norman and they have responded to it. 

A committee overseeing a study to determine the 
loop's future path has added a fifth route, called Corri­
dor ZZ, that would bypass the area dotted with homes. 

The new proposal would carry traffic south of State 
Highway 9 and east of Lake Thunderbird. 

The highway would be part of a future loop system 
around the Oklahoma City area. ~ 

· ~LOOP PAGE ~ · 
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- Slaff Photo by Ty Ruuell 

The study of possible routes for a future loop around the Oklahoma City area 
shows land northeast of 48th Avenue and State Highway 9 is under consideration 
for a four-lane interstate highway. Residents say a road there would disturb the 
rural setting that drew them to the area. 
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~~1? thority, the Oklahoma Transportation THROWN FOR A LOOP Portion~ alreaey in place or Department and the Association ?f Following are answers to several questions posed by 
under construction include the Kil pa- Central. Oklahoma Governments is metro area residents concerning the proposed outer loop: 
trick Turnpike in north Oklahoma City overseemg the study. Q: How were the proposed alignments selected? 
and the H.E. Bailey Spur turnpike west Long said Corridor ZZ scored high in An advisory committee of city offi,cials and business and 
of Norman. his study but was a distant fifth behind civic .leaders have been. meeting for ne!'lrly a ye~r to revie~ 

The portion carrying traffic around t!J.e top .four options. presented in pub- P?Ss1ble routes for the highway. A steering comm1tte~ of off1-
Norman and the eastern fringes of Okla- he hearmgs early this month. c1als f~Of!l the Oklahoma Department of Transportation, the 

. . . . . Assoc1at1on of Central Oklahoma Governments and the Ok-
homa <?ity is. p~oJected for construct10n Those routes included F, as well .as lahoma Turnpike Authority will make the final decision as to 
some time withm the next 20 years. No three other routes that follow two-mile whether a highway will be built and will determine its loca-
funding is in place for the work. corridors near Franklin, Tecumseh tion. 

Highway planners had dropped Corri- and Rock Creek roads in north Nor- Q: When will a final decision on the highway be made? 
dor ZZ from the list of possible routes man. Transportation and engineering o1tlcials are scheduled to 
last month but added it back last week. The three northern routes drew little choose one route next spring. Publ~ meetings will be held 

That decision came after residents in public opposition. . after a route ·~ select~d. . 
east Norman protested the proposed F . .....,, Long said zz and other possibilitie~ 0: When w1!I the h.1Qhway be bu1~t? . . . 
corridor which would carry traffic west h d b 1. . t d aft b . . d d Transportation offt~1als hay~ said 20?0 1s a reahst1c date 

' a een ~ imma e er ~mg JU ge for possible construction. Off1c1als describe the current study 
of the lake between 48th A venue E and ~or ecological and archeological impact as a long-range-planning effort to preserve right of way for 
72~d Avenue E. as w~ll as land features and demo- the highway. 

W~ were pleased ~o hear th~y put. tha,! graphics. Q: Is there money to build the highway? 
(C?rridor Z~) back mto co~siderat10n, Now however Corridors zz F and No. No money has been set aside for the project but the 
said Hendrick, who ~et with McCaleb the other three ~ptions have ah equal highway could be built whenever ttinding becomes avail-
and other Norman busmess leaders Dec. chance of selection he said. able: Transportation officials ~ave not discarded the idea of 
22. ' . making the outer loop a turnpike. , 

However Hendrick said Corridor F The final phase of the study will fo- Q: How will right of way be acquired? 
west of the lake, has not been dropped cus on zonmg and current land use Th~t will ~<;it be decide_d until _a _route i~ selected. :rrans-
from consideration, and . .the u1U!m1e d~ along the p:oposed routes. port?t1on offtc1als have said restrict1~e zoning or special leg-
cision will not binge on what residents Long. s~id ~hose are factors that 1slat1on. could be used to preserve I~~- However, they .h~ve 

'"say. could distmgmsh ZZ as a stronger can- not said how the st?te would acq~ire land from existing 
---n: ·d h' h 1 f; · didate than F or any of the other op- homeowners and businesses. 

. ne sai i~ way P anners ace opposi- r Q: When are the next public meefihgs? 
tio~ from re~idents no matter where they wns. . . The next public meetings are tentatively scheduled for 
decide to build roads. Pat Copel~nd, assi~tant drrect?r of next spring. However, a special public meeting could . be 

But public sentiment in Norman has comprehensive plannm& ~or the city ~f scheduled early next year becau§e of the new corridor 
. been a powerful influence, said Marc) Norn:ian, c!111e~ the decision a step m added to the list of possible routes. " 
,..Long, an Oklahoma City consulting engi- the right direction. Q: How do I show my support Qr protest one of the pro-
neer conducting the $350,000 route study Copeland, who is on a 70-member ad- posed corridors? ~ . 
for the state and Oklahoma City area visory committee for the loop study, To share your comments, call the state transportation ~e-
communities. expressed concern about corridor F partm~nt at 521-6433; ACOG at 848-8961; or the turnpike 

"Th k t ZZ · th 1 t f during a meeting in November authority at 425-3600. 
. e ey 0 ,, IS . ere was a 0 0 " , , •. . The transportation department can add your name to a 

pubh~ concern, he sa~d. . Its good t~ kno\\'. t~~Y re ,hstemng mailing list to receive regular updates about the study. lnfor-
A six-member steermg committee rep- to comments, he said. Thats always · mation about the outer loop may also be obtained on the In-

resenting the Oklahoma Turnpike Au- encouraging." ternet at www.outerloop.com. 

\ 



V-3-'*'Y - I 
rfl,,.,.,. N rJ"l-.r..~......,.· t · ·. .,., .. 
liJV orman ircu.~t:'lp . ' : ' I •••• ' ·i-.: 

1USINESS · B 

e u Loo ·• 

:,, . 

Flood of comments staggeririk 
By Randall Turk derbird to connect with the Turner Tum-
Transcript Business Editor " ' pike and 1-35. The route, one of five being 

., considered, was reinstateg in f~POnse tu. 
An imaginary line designating a possi- _Nqnnan re;id~lts!>~its__deletiQn. 

ble route for the new metro area "Outer from the plan, highway officials said. 
Loop" is back on ,the map at the state The earlier elimination of the Zz route 
Department of Transportation. from the list of options might be an indi-

"Altemative Zz"would stab south from cation it will not fare well during later eval­
the Kilpatrick Turnpike, take in the "Nor- uation by transportation experts. Trans­
man Spur" of the H.E. Bailey Turnpike, portation officials said previously that 
plow east along Post Oak Road and then taking the loop east of Lake Thunderbird 
tum north about a mile east of Lake Thun- would not collect enough traffic to relieve 

NoiwAN BUSINESS 

a congested J.35. 
Thansportation Department officials &"ly 

public input is important to the planning 
process, although none can say just how 
much clout public opinion carries, com 
pared to otherfucto~blic respqnse has 
been hffiYY=:t~. - . 

S'.ecretafY of Transportation Neal 
McCaleb said he had reservations about 
deleting Zz from the list of optional routes, 

.... See LOOP Page 82 

American Laser Solutions alwa:vs ahead of change')~ 
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tOOp: Flood of comments said to be staggering 
.... Continued from Page B 1 

::ind misc'<] CftH'stions about it during a 
I >ec 22 mcding of the Steering Com-

Comment still sougJ'1t 
mitt< '(\"We were _advised the four Nor- Transportation offi~ls are tion Department, 521-6433; 
man re~resen~ative~ on the 7~mem- still accepting public .COm:- : the Oklahoma Tumplke 
her Advismy Comm~ttee had ~oted fo;, ments, but specific ol>Serva- Authority, 425-3600, or the 
the !our ro~tcs bemg considered, tions that provide direction . Association of Central 
Mccaleb said. . . .· , ' 

'I'. rt u· fti -·a1 affi . 1 are preferred. Citizens,, , " 1 • Oklaho"9',:~~ments, 
1 anspo a. on o I~t s nm:~ -~~1.r1 "nfonnati ; .•. ,. . · .. 840 o9Gt" •u. ~. ·." .~. · . · ....a , .... 

that.~~-roee~ of the advi- ~~nu 1 . . on or ' ' , 0 ·-u .. J~°" ti!!!"•__...,~,.,, '"" . 
... ~.9ry-2;~~ ~~81~~n~ 8

' ~Voidtng· C<Jncems about the ·~~ routes are displayed on the 
tives raised no objections to eliminat- Outer Loop proposals can Outer Loop website at 
ing the proposed loop alignment east contact the state Transporta- www.outertoop.com 
of Lake Timnderbird. But fmm_the. 

_Jtiblic response
1 

McCateb-53.id "It. 
appeared to the Steering Committee 
lhat it would be advisable to put back 
Zz." 

..: . On Dec. 2:~. McC:aleb met with rq>-

[ 

resmtatives of the Nonnan Chamber 
uf Commerce and announced the Zz 
option had been restored to the list of 
rvutes still under consideration. 

: · . '!lie chamber and the City of Nor­
. mru1 have pointed out that the city's 
2020 growth plan acknowledges the 

.. 5e;1!ltive nature of the rural enviroo­
. 'ment west of Lake Thunderbird, 
'where one of the optional routes would 
't.l-oss. Nonmm.offici.$ also have rec­

. ommended that a proposed I-35 
bypass from the Wayne-Purcell area 
should be routed east of the Jake. 

McCaleb said an additional problem 
involves the overutilization of 1-35. In 
20 years, I-35 will bear twice the traf­
fic it carries now, he said. "Research 

· from NAFfA Coalition shows there's 
a relationship between the 1-35 bypass 

· and the outer loop," he said. 

TI1e bypass would begin near 
Wayne where a customs center, the 
"Mid-Continent Gateway Project," is 
proposed. 'J11e legislature has appro­
priat<'d $1 million for a study into the 
feasibility of the customs checkpoint, 
wher<' trucks from Mexico would 
receive clearanee for pa. .. ">sage tlrrough 
tl1e state. 

Will the Outer Loop be a turnpike 
or a freeway? McCaleb said the deci­
sion won't be made for perhaps anoth­
er 20 years, when funding for the pro­
ject is needed. But he said the 
Depaiiment ofTransportation has lim­
ited funds to maintain the state's 12,500 . 
miles of public highways. ''We've · 
already committed $100 million to six­
lanc 1-35 from the Dallas junction to 
Moore," he said. "111e Turnpike 
Autl1ority has been a viable alternative 
to using highway funds. 

"In the last 50 years, if you take out 
·the Interstate system, Oklahoma has 
built only four miles of limited access, 

grade separated state highways." 
Turnpikes already comprise the 

first legs of the Outer Loop, so "it 
see111s reasonable the Turnpike 
Authority will be a player," McCaleb 
said. Much of the groundwork for the 
Outer Loop study was completed for a 
tum pike progrrun proposed by fotmer 
governor David Walters 

'Il1e plan failed to gain legislative 
support . 

Mc'Caleb aclmowledged that public 
input in the highway planning process 
"is not a democratic poll. Public input 
is taken into consideration, but the 
public is not in a position to make 
enlightened judgment about traffic 
modeling." 

Ill' also indicated tl1at public opin­
ion about road projects has grown in 
significance over the years. "When the 
interstate system was started in Okla­
homa in 1956, there was no public 
input We just picked the route with 
the least cost We made a lot of public 

enemies." 
McCaleb says the state's primary 

transportation mission is "providing 
the capacity to accommodate the traf­
fic that presents itself." He said his pri­
orities include detennining the most 
effective routes and building roads 
''the right way, the :first time. We have 
to balance that against environm~. " 

. and"'SOCial -ronsiderations:"A· lot"or' 
times, that's muUtaJly exclusive." . 

As for the five ·optional Oufutl'.OOp ,, 
routes, he said the state may well fol­
low the Oklahoma City Area Regional 
Transportation Study recommenda­
tions. "But that should not foreclose 
looking at other options." 

Transportation Department officials 
say they have been inundated by calls 
and correspondence since a Dec. 8 
public meeting in Norman, when four 
paths for the Outer Loop through the 
city were disclosed. 

McCaleb anticipates the final route 
will be determined sometime this 
spring. Another public meeting in Nor­
man is anticipated in April. Once the 
plan is finalized, the Transportation 
Department will devise strategies for 
preserving right-of-way for the road 
over the next 20 years. 

"The feasibility study is just the 
beginning," said Sam Shehab, plan­
ning division manager for the Trans­
portation Department. "We must com· 
plete an environmental impact study 
showing the exact impacts the road 
will have on the community. Then the 
JX.1blic will have another chance to take 
a crack at it" 
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Cify Council to express preferences 
for location of proposed outer loop 
By Toin Blakey 
Transcript~ Writer 

Tilc.nsvi.-1 p1' 
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Norman City Council members will 
v,ote Tuesday on a resolution concerning 
the City of Norman's preferences for the 
location of an outer loop in the Norman . 
area 

The council meets at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Lowry Room of the Norman Public 
library, 225 N. Webster. 

State officials and highway planners are 
conducting a feasibility study to identify the 
location of a future transportation corridor 
which would complete a circuitous route 
around the greater Oklahoma City metro­
politan area. Advisory and steering com­
mittees are studying five route options 
before deciding on a final corridor route 
next spring. Portions of the loop are not 
expected to be constructed for at least 20 

years, according to transportation officials 
Also under study by transportation offi­

cials is an 1-35 Trade Corridor Bypass which 
would route truck traffic around the OKlC 
metropolitan area 

The resolution opposes any routing of 
the outer loop and/ or trade corridor in the 
area between urban Norman and Lake 
Thunderbird because of its "negative social, 
economic and environmental impacts." i 

Further, the resolution states: ." ... the 
City of Norman supports Alternatives X, Y 
or Z since such routing ... would be whol­
ly consistent wilh lhe City's adopted Nor­
man 2020 Land Use and Transportation 
Plan. 

" ... (l)fthe above described fadlities can, 
not be assured, then the City of Norman 
would support, as being the next bes 

~ See VOTE Page A2. 

TWICE THE' TALK ·y,~A1r- ~·~rJR 2 

~ Vote: Loop plans on 
City Council agenda 

• "l:net.n $'<'.JL'~ ' - 1 o- q ·r 
._OUTmLOOP 

·:· Voice your opinion on the Loop 
. Time is running short for making 
.your opinion on the Outer Loop 
'known, but some opportunities 
-remain. 

. The Norman City Council will vote 
Tuesday evening on a resolution 
opposing placement of the Outer Loop 
or the NAFrA trade corridor bypass 
qetween uban Norman and Lake 

,;nmnderbird. The resolution supports 
alternative X, Y or Z, which would go 
along the north side of Norman, as 
consistent with the city's 2020 Land 
Use and Transportation Plan. The 
.Council of Oklahoma City and the 
Oklahoma City Airport Authority 
:already have expressed an official 
:preference for the XYZ route. 

The Outer Loop Steering Committee 
is accepting public comment until Jan. 
15. You can call the Oklahoma Depart­
ment of Transportation at 521-6433, the 
Oklahoma Turnpike Authority at 425-
3600 or the Association of Central 
Oklahoma Governments at 848-9861. 
Information is available on the Outer 
Loop web site at www.outerloop.com. 

Contact your council member, call 
your state senator or representative, 
speak to the steering committee 
organizations, get on the web site or 
all of the above, but be sure you make 
your opinion known. The placement of, 
the Outer Loop is an issue that will 
affect all of us, and we all deserve to be 
heard. 



Speak up about 'outer loop' craziness 
Editor, The Transcript: mentally fragile east Norman coun- It is my position that the route 

There will be a citizens' meeting tryside. described in the Norman 2020 plan 
1 Wednesday, Jan. 13, 7 p.m., at the · The planning department at City is the only viable option. No X, no 
: Norman Public Library to discuss Hall provides free copies of the Y, no Z, no F, and no Zz. Period. 
; ways of stopping the craziness of 2020 maps to the public, and I sug- I believe if the people of Norman 
~ the state's various "outer loop" gest that everyone get one. can coordinate and put pressure on 
· highway plans for east Norman. It clearly shows an "outer loop" the City Council and other officials, 

You can bet I will be there, and I starting at Indian Hills and SW we can put a stop to this madness. 
I urge all concerned to attend. 48th, angling south and crossing I- The Norman City Council will 
; I do not support any of the 35 between Tecumseh and meet next Tuesday to decide the 
\ state's proposed highway routes. Franklin, then traveling eastward city's official position on the "outer 
. I believe that if there is going to on the south side of the Little Riv- loop" proposals. · 
1 be a loop at all, it must be limited er until reaching SE 36th, at which I hope their decision is in align-
to the route designated by the Nor- point it angles sharply north and ment with what City Planner 

, man 2020 Land Use & Transporta- leaves the Norman city limits Richard Massie said at Norman's 
; tion Plan which was approved by between SE 48th and SE 60th. first public "outer loop" meeting, at 
: the Norman City Council in Feb- This route was chosen and which he stated that the route 
1 ruary and March of 1997 by Reso- approved after much thoughtful described in Norman's 2020 plan 
: lutions R-9697-57 and R-9697-70. study and research by city officials was the only route with which he 

I do not believe that there is a and various citizens' groups. agreed. 
need at all for an outer loop This establishes a legal prece- Pressure should be put on City 
designed to funnel 30,000 heavy dent to which the state and federal Council members to continue their 

: NAFTA trucks per day from Mex- landgrabbers must be held support for the 2020 plan. 
, ico to Canada - especially to .... and the route of the 2020 plan MICHELE MOORE 
through the peaceful and environ- certainly isn't two miles wide! Norman 

~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~----------~-
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Ou ter loop alternative stud~ 
oppose 

By JAMES COBURN 
Sun Staff Writer 

Jerry Sochor is outraged with hav­
ing to defend his rights to keep the 
home he plans to live in the rest of 
his life. 

The Oklahoma Department of Trans­
portation is developing possible sites 
for building a highway loop around the 
Oklahoma City metropolitan area. 

And Sochor and other property own­
ers are offended their homes, located 
near Waterloo Road and Air Depot, are 
in the path of each of five conceptu­
al routes. 

All five of the potential highways 
would start at the Kilpatrick Turnpike 
near Mustang. They would travel east 
through Oklahoma City or Norman, 
span nine miles through east Edmond, 
traveling north from Memorial Road to 
Waterloo Road to finally link to Inter­
state 35. 

"We feel real 'special' that the alter­
nate routes all end right wher~ we sit," 
said Sochor with sarcasm. "We just feel 
so chosen." 

A year of study 
The outer loop study began about a 

year ago and is sponsored by the Okla­
homa Department of Transportation, the 
Association of Central Oklahoma Gov­
ernments and the Oklahoma Turnpike 
Authority. 

From these groups a steering com­
mittee has been formed to ultimately 
choose where the highway will be built. 

The Outer Loop Major Investment 
Study evaluates alternate traffic pro­
posals to help traffic congestion with­
in the Oklahoma City metropolitan area. 
And the study seeks to identify preser­
vation sites for a future transportation 
corridor. 

Engineering and transportation offi­
cials will select one route the spring 
of 2000. Public meetings will be 
announced for further discussion of the 
selection. 

Hearing from 
the landowners 

Sochor and his neighbor Susan 
McCowan say they will definitely 

attend any public forum or meeting 
where those affected by the loop's 

See_ OUTER LOOP, Page 12A 

construction can be heard. 
"This land is my dream pur­

chase," said McCowan of the prop­
erty she and her husband, George, 
bought five years ago. Her hus­
band is a safety and occupational 
health specialist with U.S. Depart­
ment of Labor. 

Their six acres is located at 6601 
North Air Depot Blvd., which is 
just south of Waterloo. 

"It's quiet and peaceful - we 
were so lucky to find this place." 

Behind her land runs Cow Bell 
Creek, which she said she has 
fought hard to keep clean. A pond 
with ducks and geese adds to the 
quaint and rustic atmosphere. 

"And all my neighbors have crit­
ters." 

She loves the privacy of her 
surroundings, threatened with the 
advent of the toll road. 

"It's really scary to have a road 
come over my property - ?r to 
have even had the plans drawn up 
on a map," said the 54-year-old 
homeowner. 

And she was astounded that the 
highway would intersect a natural 
gas pressurizing station across from 
her home. 

"It's dangerous for the road to 
come even close to them," she 
said .. 

A different view 
Edmond City Councilor Steve 

Knox believes a potential highway 
would be good for the future of 
Edmond and that landowners 
shouldn't work themselves up over 
something that hasn't yet been 
finalized. 

"This is hot the time to panic 
yet," he said about public fears 
related to the five potential corri­
dors. 

Knox is chairman of the Asso­
ciation of Central Oklahoma Gov­
ernments. The association was 
instrumental in initiating the outer 
corridor major investment study. 
He is also a member of the outer 
loop steering committee. 

Knox said none of the primary 
studies were designed to take into 

consideration residential neighbor­
hoods because the environmental 
impact had to be assessed first. 

The goal of future proposals will 
be to construct the outer loop on 
affordable undeveloped land. 

"It very well may not connect 
at Waterloo Road, " said Knox. 
"And I wouldn't be surprised to 
see the corridor concept moved 
farther north." 

Knox said the criteria of any 
plans has nothing to do with res­
idences - only river crossings and 
flood issues have been the first 
concerns. 

But the neighbors are livid that 
the residential and human aspect 
was not the first point of consid­
eration for the study . 

"Before you start studying any­
thing, you at least need to get into 
a car and drive around to see where 
you're pointing your arrows," said 
Mccowan. 

"If they haven't looked as to 
where it's going yet, why are they 
proposing any thing. I am offend­
ed that they would even do a study 
before they would even drive by 
to see where it was." 

Getting the word out 
Since she learned of the pro­

posed construction, McCowan has 
been busy on the phone alerting 
area home owners. 

She fears a final decision for 
the outer loop will be made soon. 

"We all know that if someone 
is determined to build it, then it 
is going to be done. I don't want 
them to purchase my property," 
said Mccowan. "And they wouldn't 
purchase for what it's worth." 

According to the Oklahoma 
Department of Transportation, the 
exact site of the two-mile wide 
section will be based on a loca­
tion having the least impact to the 
environment, residents and busi­
nesses. 

"It is incredibly easy to be a 
visionary with someone else's 
money when they don't have to 
pay for it," said Sochor. 

"And it's a waste of money to 
have a study that wipes out his­
toric places and land the govern­
ment can't afford." 

- - - - - - - - ---
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Jerry Sochor, above, 
wants to preserve 
the quality of life he 
enjoys on his north 
Edmond home. He 
feels his rustic home­
stead is threatened 
by five proposals 
for an outer loop 
which ends near 
Waterloo road and 
Interstate 35. The 
sounds of geese and 
wildlife which add 
to the serenity of 
Su.san McCowan's 
Edmond home 
would vanish if any 
of the five proposed 
outer loop concep­
tual studies were 
selected. 

JAMES COBURN!The 

Edmond Sun 
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How much, how big 
If a highway alignment is the 

best alternative to the loop, the 
amount of public rights-of-way 
needed would be about 800 feet 
for the highway's width. 

An engineering consultant will 
next begin to look at all residen­
tial and business aspects in more 
detail. 

The $375,000 study is being 
spearheaded by Cobb Engineering 
of Oklahoma City. Knox said any 
input about future alternatives 
should be directed to Marc Long. 

who oversees the project. 
"Persons need to notify him and 

not me," he said. 
The city councilor wants to ease 

concerns about the false percep­
tion of a path of destruction to be 
spread across east Edmond. 

All five of the plans pass through 
the town of Arcadia. And one of 
the routes passes through down­
town Jones. 

"Certainly we're not going to 
approve that plan," he said. 

Edmond subdivisions Blackber­
ry Hills, Covey Run and Hidden 
Hills are in the conceptual path. 

"This is geared to define a 
regionally preferred path so that 
the cities through which it goes 
through can begin to buy right of 
way to protect the corridor for con­
struction that might occur in 20 
years," said Knox. 

"It is safe to say that the ulti­
mate location of the corridor will 
disturb few, if any, homes or neigh­
borhoods." 

There is no money allotted for 
right-of-way purchases either, he 
said. And right of way will not 
be made until the route is final­
ized. 

But Sochor said there is an atti­
tude of arrogance with the laws 
of eminent domain. 

"If I was a government official 
and want your land, then I shall 
come take your land and build 
what I please," he characterized 
the governmental acquisition of 
land. 

"I want to ma.Ire sure they do 
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not go over my property or the 
property surrounding me," said 
McCowan. "The only way I know 
how to protect what is mine is to 
make sure my voice is heard." 

Also, Knox said that no fund­
ing has yet been identified for the 
outer loop. And the large cost of 
routing an outer loop through 
developed neighborhoods would . 
make the project unfeasible. 

"They can tell you there is not 
funding 'til the cows come home," 
said Sochor. 

The 54-year-old service con­
tractor moved to the property eight 
years ago with his wife, Lucie, so 
she would have a place say "hello" 
to her horse every morning. 

If anyone of the alternate routes 
is approved for the future, the value 
of his property would "crater," he 

said. 
But Knox said an outer loop is 

,a very positive long range step for 
Edmond. 

"It adds a lot of potential to the 
east side of Edmond." 

-- ---------



Five possible corr,idors for an outer loop highway cross 
through the Edmond community and end near Waterloo 
Road and Interstate 35. Farther south, the loop would con­
nect to the Kilpatrick Turnpike to link farther south to the 
H.E. Bailey Turnpike. From there, routes wrap around east 
Oklahoma City or Norman before heading north ~hrough 
portions of east Edmo~ 
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JAMES COBURN/Sun Staff Writer 

Susan McCowan and her husband, George, were astonished to discover their home to be 
in the path of an outer traffic loop study. If built, the loop would cross through east 
Edmond. 

""-----~--
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Outer Loop Opponents to Meet 
By Chip Minty 

Staff Writer 
A coalition objecting to possible construc­

tion of an interstate highway through east 
Norman will hold its first strategy session 
tonight at the Norman Public Library, orga­
nizer Dave Moore said Tuesday. 

"It's basically an organizational meeting 
to present various ideas and options that 
may exist and see what else is out there," 
said Moore, founder of Control the Loop Ac­
tion Coalition. 

He said the meeting also will include a 
presentation from Norman attorney Robin 
Stead on land rights and property issues. 

Moore's group is organizing out of con­
cern about a study funded through the state 
and central Oklahoma cities to establish a 
metropolitan loop system. 

So far, the study has narrowed the possi­
ble routes to five, which include three on 
Norman's northern boarder and one that 
runs just west of Lake Thunderbird in east 
Norman. The fifth would be in far east Nor­
man, skirting Lake Thunderbird's east side. 

Moore said hi~ group opposes all five of 
the proposed routes. He said the only route 

his group would support is a route which 
crosses Norman's northwest corner, which 
already is sanctioned in the city's 2020 mas­
ter plan. 

Moore said hundreds of people from Nor­
man and other communities may attend to­
night's meeting because they don't believe 
their interests are being represented by the 
study. 

Members of the coalition distributed in­
formational fliers last weekend to hundreds 
of east Norman residents. Many of them 
were not aware of the possible highway con­
struction. 

Residents from east Norman have been 
among the most outspoken since the project 
began last spring. 

At public hearings last summer and again 
last month, many said construction of an in­
terstate highway in the area would disrupt 
the rural environment, pose pollution dan­
gers to Lake Thunderbird and prompt un­
wanted development. 

The coalition meeting will be at 7 p.m. in 
the library's Lowry Room. 

The library is at 225 N Webster Ave. 

_Meeting: Loop_protest planned 
o.ns~fl~ ,_ S--G' ~ Continued from Page A 1 

State officials and highway planners 
are conducting a $375,000 outer loop 
feasibility study to identify the location 
of a future transportation corridor and 
preserve land for road construction. 
Portions of the loop are not expected 
to be constructed for at least 20 years. 

ous route options, and the Jan. 13 
meeting will give participants an 
opportunity to coordinate their con­
cerns. ·Outer Loop protest 

meeting scheduled 
By Tom Blakey 
Transcript Staff Writer 

Moore said it was his personal opin­
ion "a lot of hard work, planning and 
money already was spent by the city 
in developing the Norman 2020 plan, 
which established where the loop 
should go." 

Moore said he personally opposes 
development of the F and Zz corri­
dors, two of five options which advi­
sory and steering committees will 

A ~~tizens group calling itself the "Control Th~ Loop Action study before deciding on a final corri­
Coalition" has formed to shar~ conce:ns ~egarding the devel- dor route next spring. 
opmentofafu~e t;ansportationcomdormtheNormanarea Both routes would bring traffic 

Moore said the X, Y and Z corridor 
options roughly correspond with the 
Norman 2020 plan, which took into 
consideration ecological, economical 
and developmental concerns. 

Its first meeting 1s scheduled for 7 p.m., Jan. 13, at the Nor- th fHi h 9 . th f p t 
man PublicUbrary, 225 N. Webster. sou 0 g way m. eareao os 

Norman resident Dave Moore said he has been over- Oak Roa~ before turning back north 
whelmed with support since helping to establish the protest- - : ~m~ ber~~ :ba;; r0Tim? 
ers group. an e un er rr an. z com-

"The purpose of the Control The Loop meeting is to consider do; east of Lake Th~derbrrd. . 
various ways of stopping this insanity," Moore said. 'There's Tu; Garber 'Y ellington,,Aquifer 
more to life than making lots of money." doesn t end at Highway 9, Moore 

said. 'The F and Zz corridors run just 
see MEETING Page A2 two miles south of Highway 9 and sit 

right on top of that environmentally 
sery~itive region." 

L~-~~~---------~~~'--'"'-~---- f.10ore said more than 75 people 
bad contacted him in protest of vari-

The X, Y and Z routes are designed 
to travel along Norman's north side 
between Tecumseh and Franklin 
roads before turning north around 
108th Avenue Northeast, crossing 
TumerTumpike and connecting with 
1-35 north of Edmond. 

'Thus far, the study contractor as 
well as the advisory board for this pro­
ject have shown little regard for Nor­
man's citizenry," Moore said. 
Contact: Control The Loop, 1108 W. 
Main, Suite 101, Nonnan 73069, or call 
Moore at 579-7880. 7 
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Council votes down bypass 
Norman citizens 

· spoke out at the City 
Council meeting 
Tuesday. 
Mike Averill 
MI KE@DAILY . 0 U. E DU 

Will the construction of a high­
way bypass rampage through the 
rural area of East Norman? Not if 
the City Council and Norman citi­
zens have a say. 

Citizens spoke compellingly 
against the construction of an 1-35 
Trade Corridor Bypass and the 
Outer Loop within Norman city 
limits at Tuesday's council meeting. 

Before the packed house, the 
council decided to send a proposal 
of "no build" after a 7 to 2 vote. 

. The original proposal was to 
state the city's location preference 

Fegarding the the highway pro­
jects. After statements from 
Norman residents, the council 
voted to amend. 

Councilman Chris Shove pro­
posed the "no build" amendment. 

"I think the citizens presented 
compelling evidence of preserving 
Norman's quality of life," he said. 

The Outer Loop Investment 
Study (MIS) has been studying the 
possibilities of building a highway 
loop around the Oklahoma City 
metropolitan area. The placement 
of this highway loop within 
Norman city limits, particularly 
between Norman and Lake 
Thunderbird, upset many resi­
dents. 

Steve Corfidi, Norman resident, 
said he doesn't want to see the 
environment destroyed, and that 
the government should look at 

repairing 1-35 before building more 
roads. 

"If this is built, watershed 
stands to be damaged. Also, the 
rural character will be totally dam­
aged," Corfidi said. "They shollld 
make repair roads and add more 
lanes before building the loop." 

Michele Moore, member of the 
Control the Loop Active Coalition, 
expressed her excitement for the 
amendment. 

"I'm ecstatic, we had two major 
battles and the first one was suc­
cessful tonight," she said. "Council 
passing the amended resolution 
sincerely reflected the will of the 
Norman people." 

Mayor Bob Thompson urged cit­
izens to express their concerns to 
the Oklahoma Department of 
Transportation before the Friday 
cut-off date. 

Ii 
cl 



Nornlaln °titY3

C~uncil 
Opposes Outer Loop 

By Amy David 
Norman Bureau 
The Norman City 

Council approved a 
resolution Tuesday 
opposing any of the 
options proposed for 
an outer loop. 

The resolution had 
supported three alter­
natives that follow a 
line between Franklin 
and Tecumseh roads 
in north Norman, or 
secondarily an alter­
native south of State 
Highway 9. But the 
council amended the 
resolution to support 
no building after more 
than 20 Norman resi­
dents voiced concerns. 

An outer loop road­
way to link all of the 
metro area is being 
studied by the Associ­
ation of Central Okla­
homa Governments, 
the state Transporta-

a tion Department and 
r the state Turnpike Au­
~ thority. 
ly Residents told the 
;h-

C-!.a.L 

council none of the al­
ternatives was consis­
tent with Norman's 
land use plan. Resi­
dents said any plan 
would disrupt wild­
life, homes and possi­
bly the water supply. 

Residents suggested 
a better bus system, 
carpooling incentives 
and roadway improve­
ments would be less 
obtrusive. 

Mayor Bob Thomp­
son opposed changing 
the resolution but 
voted to approve it 
once it was changed. 

"I think a 'no' op­
tion is not what we 
need to do. I think we 
need to be proactive 
and not be against ev­
erything," he said. 

Councilman Harold 
Haralson was one of 
two members who op­
posed the resolution. 
He worried that with­
out citv: input. state.J)f:. 
tifjials will do wha! 
t ey want. 



..,.. Continued from Page A 1 
cil members the MIS was "designed to obscure 
the truth." 

''We are at a pivotal stage in the development of 
our community and your decision had better be 
a good one. It is one which will affect our children, 
grandchildren and their children," Elmore said. 

Saying the state already itemizes $11 billion in 
unfunded highway needs, Elmore added: "It's not 
their money, it's ours. It's time for us to stand up 
and take back control of our state." 

Patrick Ahem, a 12-year-0ld resident of east Nor­
man, told council members that highway con­
struction would harm the area's wildlife popula­
tion. 

"As a representative of the future generation, I 
don't want this highway to be built," he said. 

Council Member Chris Shove made a motion 
to amend the original resolution, which endorsed 
the X, Y and Z corridor proposals and secondari­
ly endorsed the Zz corridor route, to read: 'The 
City of Norman supports the no-build option."The 
amendment passed 54 with Haralson, West, Kevin 
Pipes and Mayor Bob Thompson dissenting. 

West expressed concern about the city "with­
drawing from an approved plan" under study for 
more than 30 years. 

Stressing the demand for adequate roads, West 
said, "I find the idea of 'no-build' a paradox which 
doesn't match with the Norman 2020 plan." 

Haralson said state officials had the power to 
build the highway in spite of City Council action, 
and expressed concern that the council did not 
select a preferred route. 

"In one night we've thrown out a plan that has 
been a major source of time and study. I'm very 
concerned with what's going to happen with it. 
We've made a statement, but we don't have a plan," 
he said. 

But Cpuncil Member Shove said the council's 
ultimate responsibility was in maintaining the 
integrity of the 2020 plan, which protects the east 
Norman environment, the Garber-Wellington 
Aquifer and Norman's water supply. 

"Local concerns are what matter most~" Shove 
said. 

---- - -------- -- - ----
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Crowd op Outef Loop 
.... State officials are 
conducting a study 
to locate a place for 
the loop segment 

By Tom Blakey 
Transcript Staff Writer 

If the outer loop protest is a grass­
roots campaign, the Norman Public 
Library was a lush greenbelt 
Wednesday night 

More than 350 people packed into 

the Lowiy Room to learn what could 
be done to stop construction of a 
future highway segment which 
would complete a circuitous route 
around the greater Oklahoma City 
metropolitan area 

One of many standing-room-only 
participants summed up the crowd 
consensus early on: "I moved out to 
east Norman to live in the country. 
Now they want to put a highway 
through my front yard." 

Dave Moore, who with his wife, 
Michele, founded the Control The 
Loop Action Coalition two weeks 
ago, said the meeting was arranged 

to discuss ways in which to organize 
and get things done in an efficient 
manner. 

Coalition members distributed 
surveys and provided the postage 
and envelopes needed to get com­
ments concerning the loop to trans­
portation officials by aJan. 15 dead­
line. 

State officials are conducting a 
$375,000 Major Investment Study to 
identify the location for the outer 
loop segment. Advisory and steer­
ing committees are studying five 
route options before deciding on a 
final corridor route next spring. The 

Photo by John Clanton/CNHI News Services 
Members of an overflow crowd fill the Lowry Room at Nonnan Public 
Library Wednesday night for discussion of a proposed loop around 
Nonnan. 

highway would not be funded and 
constructed for at least 20 years, 
according to transportation officials. 

Several MIS advisory committee , 
members shared their misgivings 
about the study methods. 

Sierra Club conservation group 
spokesman Mike Opitz said the MIS 
team originally examined and 
ranked more than 50 solutions to 
traffic congestion problems. 

''Within the ranked list, four of the 
top five options, and seven of the top 
11, were non-road solutions," Opitz 
said. 
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Loop: Crowd speaks out in opposition to plan 
..,... Continued from Page A 1 

Of the :five proposals presented by 
the MIS steering committee in 
December, four involve major road 
construction and one offers a "no­
build" solution, calling for no trans­
portation system improvements 
beyond current commitments. 

Opitz said the Zz proposal later 
was added to the list by transporta­
tion officials "to shut up the barking 
dogs" after initial public outcry. 

'The MIS team's December pre­
sentations focused media and pub­
lic attention on road-based solutions," 
conflicting with the original analysis, 
Opitz said. 'The study is biased in 

favor of road construction." 
Opitz said the conservation group 

favors non-road options including 
· enhanced rail and mass transit ser­
vices and improvements to the exist­
ing road network. 

"Building more roads will only 
cause more congestion in the long 
run, and ·is not the answer," Opitz 
said. 

Norman attorney Robin Stead 
urged protesters to organize against 
the loop immediately, and not when 
state officials "are knocking on your 
door." 

Stead outlined condemnation pro­
cedures used by state officials to buy 
or seize property under the power of 

imminent domain. 
"It's not an absolute power ... but 

the statutes need to be updated to 
give land owners additional rights," 
she said. 

Stead told a quiet audience that 
now was the optimum time to pool 
resources in order to determine the 
fate - or location - of the loop. 

"Later you'll just be arguing over 
money," Stead said. "Contact your 
state and federal legislators now -
and don't stop on Jan. 15." 

Contact: Control The Loop, 1108 W. 
Main, Suite 101, Nonnan 73069, 579-
7880; or Land Owners Concerned 
About the Loop, P.O. Box 26242, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73126, 364-9182. 

t 
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:Edinond residents join, outer loop protest 
By JAMES COBURN 

The Edmond Sun 
and TOM BLAKEY 

Norman Transcript 
NORMAN - If the outer loop 

protest is a grassroots campaign, the 
Norman Public Library was a lush 
greenbelt Wednesday night. 

More than 350 people, including 
several from Edmond, packed in to 
learn what could be done to stop 
construction of a future highway seg­
ment that would complete a circuitous 
route around the greater Oklahoma 
City metropolitan area. A portion of 
it is planned for East Edmond, run­
ning east of Interstate 35, with all 
five routes possibly ending at Water­
loo Road and I-35. 
, "When your home is threatened, 
it is intimidating, artd people are anx~ 
ious to take action to remove that 
threat," said Edmond resident Jane 
Ashcraft, who attended the meeting. 
Her Covey Run neighborhood is in 
the path of the proposals. 

What bothers Ashcraft most is that 
she did not learn of the study direct­
ly from transportation officials. A 
concerned neighbor called her to tell 
her about the outer loop. 

The proposed highway is being 
studied by the Association of Cen­
tral Oklahoma Governments, the state 
Transportation Department and the 
state '.furnpike Authority. 

"It occurs to me that there is an 
obvious effort (by transportation 
officials) not to give us all the 

See OUTER LOOP, Page 4 

DANA JOHNSON/The Edmond Sun 

Jane Ashcraft, who lives in the Covey Run addition in Edmond, videotapes the Outer Loop meeting in 
Norman Wednesday night. Hundreds of people from different communities attended the meeting, includ­
ing Jerry Sochor of Edmond, right, in opposition of the proposed Outer Loop corridor. 



DANA JOHNSONfThe Edmond Sun 

Jerry Socher of Edmond signs a petition against the proposed Outer Loop corridor before a meeting in Norman 
Wednesday night. Hundreds of people from different communities attended the meeting. 

OUTER LOOP: Edmond meeting set for Jan. 27 
• From Page 1 e~rno>ti>{f'vn, /- IL/-t'fCj 
information about the outer 
loop," said Edmond resident Jerry 
Sochor, who also attended 
Wednesday's meeting. 

His property, near Waterloo 
Road and Air Depot, would be 
traversed by all five of the pos­
sible outer loop routes. 

He fears a final decision for 
the toll road will be made in 
April, and legal action will be 
needed to stop the loop. 

An Edmond meeting is being 
planned for Jan. 27 at the Edmond 
Elks Lodge at 5925 E. Waterloo 
Road. The meeting time has not 
been set. The lodge is in the path 
of the conceptual routes. 

The subject of intimate domain 
and alternative transportation will 
be addressed at the meeting. 

The Edmond residents' con­
cerns were shared by the Nor­
man City Council on Tuesday, 
when it passed a resolution 
opposing the five alternative 
outer loop options. 

Both -Sochor and Ashcraft said 
transportation officials should 
focus on developing responsible 
stewardship of existing roads in 
Oklahoma instead of building a 
new highway. 

"Just because the loop is in 
the works threatens the value of 
real estate," Ashcraft said. 

She knows of homeowners 
who cannot sell their homes with 
the uncertainty of a highway 
threatening their property. · 

"The thought that if it is not 
resolved in 10 years is appalling," 
she said. "What if in five years 
I wanted to sell my home?" 

Much of the loop's northern 
and western segments already 
have been established by the 
Turner and Kilpatrick turnpikes. 
One of the standing-room-only 
participants summed up the 
crowd consensus early on: "I 
moved out to east Norman to 
live in the country. Now they 
want to put a highway through 
my front yard." 

Dave Moore, who with wife 
Michele founded the Control 
The Loop Action Coalition two 
weeks ago, said the meeting 
was arranged to discuss ways 
in which to organize a protest 
group. 

Coalition members distribut­
ed surveys and provided the 
postage and envelopes needed 
to get comments concerning the 
loop to transportation officials 
by a Friday deadline. 

State officials are conducting 
a $375,000 study to identify the 
location of the outer loop seg­
ment. Advisory and steering com­
mittees are studying five route 
options before deciding on a final 
corridor route next spring. The 
highway would not be funded 
and constructed for at least 20 
years, according to transportation 
officials. 

Several advisory committee 
members shared their misgivings 
with the study methods. 

"The study is biased in favor 

of road construction," said Sier­
ra Club spokesman Mike Opitz. 

Opitz said the conservation 
group favors non-road options, 
including enhanced rail and mass 
transit services and improvements 
to the existing road network. 

"Building more roads will only 
cause more congestion in the long 
term and is not the answer," 
Opitz said. 

Norman attorney Robin Stead 
urged protesters to organize 
against the loop immediately, and 
not wait until state officials "are 
knocking on your door." 

"Now is the time to utilize 
your resources and make a dif­
ference," Stead said. "Contact 
your state and federal legisla­
tors now, and don't stop on 
Jan. 15." 

(To contact Control The Loop, 
write 1108 W. Main, Suite 101, 
Norman 73069, or call Dave 
Moore at 579-7880.) 

(Blakey is with the Norman 
Transcript. 
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l Outer Loop· Opposed 
Residents Trv to Prevent Road Construction 
Nt>t~>".tt'l~Cfvv\) 1-1r; -q '1 

By Amy David f r-cm;f­
and Chip Minty 0 ,,, r:o..O 

Staff Writers v ""-' "'--
Norman area residents who oppose the 
Outer Loop plan through the city are 
continuing their efforts to prevent con­
struction within the city limits. 

More than 250 residents from 10 CW!t 
muniti~ met Wednesday at the Norman 

't>U"'61ic Library to discuss a state proposal 
to build a roadway intended to link the 
metro area and relieve congestion. 

"The public is being directed to focus 
attention on what route is best .... instead 
of ... do we need a road at all," said Nor­
man resident Michele Moore. 

"All we had to choose from was these 
different routes. Now that the prelimi­
nary evaluation has been released, it is 
astonishing that the no-road ways are 
just not being talked about at all." 

Moore said the "Control The Loop Ac­
tion Coalition" has been asked by other 
communities to help organize their oppo­
sition to the proposed highway. 

"One of our main objectives is to make 
sure the public is aware of the results of 
the preliminary evaluation of the steer­
ing committee. Why do we have to lay 
more concrete when there are other via­
ble cost-effective options available, and 
we can't afford to maintain the roads we 
have?" she said . 

- Staff Photo by Ty Russell 

Moore said many of the top solutions 
. found by those studying the concept sug­

. gest completing current projects and not 
building new roads, but she asked, "why 
isn't that being disclosed?" 

Moore was one of more than 20 resi­
dents who convinced the Norman City 

SEE LOOP PAGE 8 ~ 
Dave Moore addresses a crowded Lowry Room during a Wednesday night meeting 
of the Control the Loop Action Coaliton to_discuss the proposed highway project. 
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Proposed Outer Loop Corridors 

~ FROMPAGE1 
Council earlier this week to 
pass a resolution opposing 
any of the proposed routes 
for the road. 

Mayor Bob Thompson said 
he was sure officials will 
take Norman's resolution 
into account. But, "Is a no 
build option a real option?" 
he asked. 

That wasn't one of the op­
tions that was presented to 
us, Thompson said. 

"I think a loop is needed 
for the transportation of thJe 
region. Obviously, the 
routes they proposed to us 
weren't in harmony with the 
desires of the citizens." 

Moore said the city coun­
cil vote is more symbolic 
than anything else. 

"We all recognize that 
little city councils really 
don't have control and influ­
ence over state and federal 
highway projects." 

N But Moore said protesters 
didn't want Norman passing 
a resolution that wasn't the 
will of the citizens by ap­
proving these routes. l ~·· F Corridor 

-ZCorridor 

"We are very thankful for 
what the city council did. 
We know we can work with 
them, they are our friends, 
neighbors and business asso­
ciates. We want to work 
with them, and we want 
them to work with us on be­
ing a part of this develop­
ment without simulta­
neously wrecking this 
unique thing that is Nor­
man." 

City planner Pat Copeland 
is a member of one of the 
committees studying the is­
sue. 

The Outer Loop Major In­
vestment Study is being con­
ducted by The Oklahoma De­
partment of Transportation, 
Oklahoma Turnpike Author­
ity and the Association of 
Central Oklahoma Govern­
ments. 

Copeland said he couldn't 
say the loop would abso­
lutely be built. 

But, "there can be a loop 
built whether Norman 
agrees with it or not. It is 
not just a Norman issue," 
Copeland said. 

Copeland said he didn't 

illllYCorridor 

liilT!~~ X Corridor 

i ; § i i ZZ Corridor 

know where the opposition 
from Norman residents 
would leave the plan. 

Officials at the state De­
partment of Transportation 
say they are puzzled by the 
city council's action Tues­
day. 

Spokeswoman Terri An­
gier asked how Norman offi­
cials will participate in the 
process of selecting a route 
after passing a resolution op­
posing the loop entirely. 

"It's really puzzling be­
cause we have been working 
with the city of Norman on 
this," Angier said. "We just 
can't understand why they 
would want to exclude them­
selves from the planning 
process." 

Angier said the resolution 
will effect the study, but it 
may not have killed the pos­
sibility of loop construction 
in Norman. 

Angier said officials con­
ducting the study still wel­
come calls and faxes from 
citizens. 

She said faxes and letters 
- even hand-written notes 
- are of more value than 
phone calls. 

Sam Shehab, the transpor­
tation department's outer 
loop study manager, said the 
city council's vote contra­
dicts the city's master plan 
for development. 

"It practically discredited 
their own 2020 land use 
plan," he said. 

That plan calls for a loop 
through Norman's north­
west side. · 

However, Moore said she 
doesn't believe that is true. 

"You can't throw out the 
land-use plan by one resolu­
tion." 

What "no build" means, 
according the study's steer~ 
ing committee, is that all of 
the other transportation 
projects already being 
planned or under construc­
tion should be finished, 
Moore said. 

Councilman Chris Shove 

-- ----------· - --

said the integrity of the 2020 
plan should be protected, but 
the public presented some 
compelling arguments op­
posing the road. 

Shehab said the loop study 
proposes three routes that 
follow Norman's northern 
border. 

Norman was one of the 
leaders in pushing for the 
loop study in the first place, 
Shehab said Thursday. 

Two years ago, the city 
asked the state to study a fu­
ture. loop route so it could 
begin to control land devel­
opment. 

Councilman Mike Tower 
said he never expected this 
week's city council meeting 
to have this outcome. 

"Just because we wipe the 
corridor off the map doesn't 
mean the study is going to 
say the same thing." 

He said something needs 
to be worked out that is 
agreeable to all of Norman, 
and people should keep in 
mind the loop proposal is 
still being planned. 

--~-
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On the Loop 

Comments about the proposed Outer 
Loop highway can be submitted to the 

state agencies planning the roadway. 
Written comments should be mailed to: 

Planning Division, 200 NE 21st Street, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204. 

Telephone and fax numbers for the 
agencies are: 

v Oklahoma Department of 
Transportation, phone 521 ~6433, or fax 

521-6917. 
v Oklahoma Transportation 

Authority, phone 425-3600, or fax 
427-8246. 

v Association of Central Oklahoma 
Governments, phone 848-8961, or fax 

840-9470. 
Internet users can visit the project's 

Web site at www.outerloop.com. 

Outer Loop Opposed 
Residents Try to Prevent Road Construction 

By Amy David 
and Chip Minty 

Staff Writers 
Norman area residents who oppose the 
Outer Loop plan through the city are 
continuing their efforts to prevent con­
struction within the city limits. 

More than 250 residents from 10 com­
munities met Wednesday at the Norman 
Public Library to discuss a state proposal 
to build a roadway intended to link the 
metro area and relieve congestion. 

"The public is being directed to focus 
attention on what route is best .... instead 
of... do we need a road at all," said Nor­
man resident Michele Moore. 

Moore said many of the top solutions 
found by those studying the concept sug­
gest completing current projects and not 
building new roads, but she asked, "why 
isn't that being disclosed?" 

"All we had to choose from was these 
different routes. Now that the prelimi­
nary evaluation has been released, it is 
astonishing that the no-road ways are 
just not being talked about at all." 

Moore said the "Control The Loop Ac~ 
tion Coalition" has been asked by other 
communities to help organize their oppo­
sition to the proposed highway. 

"One of our main objectives is to make 
sure the public is aware of the results of 
the preliminary evaluation of the steer­
ing committee. Why do we have to lay 
more concrete when there are other via­
ble cost-effective options available, and 
we can't afford to maintain the roads we 
have?" she said. 

Moore was one of more than 20 resi­
dents who convinced the Norman City 

SEE LOOP PAGE 8 ..... 

- Stall Photo by Ty Russell 

Dave Moore addresses a crowded Lowry Room during a Wednesday night meeting 
of the Control the Loop Action Coallton to discuss the proposed highway project. 
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Chamber board members clear on loop stanceJ 
...,. The Chamber's position 
differs from that of the 
Norman City Council 

By Tom Blakey 
Transcript Staff Writer 

Norman Chamber of Commerce board mem­
bers want their position on the outer loop heard 
loud and clear: 

"We are :finnly committed to the Norman 2020 
Land Use and Transportation Plan and OCARTS 
2020 plan which supports alternatives X, Y or Z of 
the Outer Loop Study. 

'The Modified Outer Loop Alternative Zz is the 
preferred route in the event that Alternative X, Y 
or Z are deemed non-viable choices." 

So states a letter mailed to Transportation Sec-

retaryNeal McCaleb last week by Chamber pres­
ident Mike Pullin on behalf of board members. 

State officials are conducting a $375,000 Major 
Investment Study to identify the location of an out­
er loop segment for development by the year 2020. 
Advisory and steering committees are studying 
five route options before deciding on a final corri­
dor route next spring. 

The Chamber's position differs from that of the 
Norman City Council, which last week approved 
a resolution in support of the "no- build" option, 
calling for no transportation system improvements 
beyond current commitments. 

"I think the no-build option is not a viable alter­
native," said Chamber executive director Anna­
Mary Suggs. ''While it's desirable to promote alter­
native methods of transportation for people and 
goods, we realistically believe officials will make 
a (corridor route) selection. 

"Decision-makers are trying to find a way to 
solve traffic problems for the whole metropolitan 

area. By just saying we don't want anything at all, 
our community may be giving up its ability to 
express a preference." 

The Chamber letter states th~k35 T.!].de Cor­
ridor Bvnass "must be on a route east of Lake 
Thunderbird and avoid the environmentally sen­
sitive areas west of the lake." 

"Any use of the existing Highway 9 east of 1-35 
and a route passing between the urbanized core of 
Norman and Lake Thunderbird are unacceptable." 

The I-35 Trade Corridor fu'pass, which would 
route truck traffic around the greater Oklaboma 

ity metropolitan area, is also under study by 
transportation officials. 

'The Chamber thinks it's best to make a posi­
tive response to the MIS with a favored alterna­
tive," said Chamber transportation committee 
chairman Alan Hendrick. "If an alternative is going 
to be selected, we need to be looking out for the 
future interests of the community." 

~----~~!. 
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Proposed highway· torridors throw 
some EastOC residents for a loop · 
By ROBIN MAXEY 
MANAGING EDfI'OR 

of Transportation's drawing board for here - we'll get the noise and, the 
more than 20 years, has residents · trash." 
upset and shaking their fists. Taylor said she and her husband 

Cretha Taylor wants to preserve Taylor and the others are con- decided to settle in Jones because she 
her quiet rural neighborhood between cemed that the 800-foot-wide swath sought out a quiet out of the way 
Jones and Choctaw. the proposed highway will cut around small town in which to raise her chil-

And she's not alone. Dozens of the southwest, south, ea~t and north- dren and in which to live. 
Eastern Oklahoma County residents east sides of the metro area will run "We knew when we moved here 
have joined the fight against the outer right through their neighborhoods. we'd have to drive a further distance to 
loop. "The worst that could happen, I go to the doctor and for other things 

That's right. Against. · guess, is that I could lose my home," you have in the city," she said. "We 
The very project which dozens Taylor said Tuesday. "And even if we opted to drive that extra 30 minutes so 

of EastOC leaders have been :fighting don't lose our home - let's say the that we could have the things that we 
to get on the Oklahoma Department highway doesn't come right across have here." 

All that could be lost if the high­
way comes to town, she said. 
LONG AND WINDING ROAD 

State Sen. Dave Herbert, D­
Midwest City, and Sam Shehab of the 
Oklahoma Department of 
Transportation have been down this 
road before. 

"Anytime you hear about a high­
way being built you have these kinds 
of complaints. People don't necessar-

See LOOP page 10 _. 

I 



l planning the route for the extension of LOOK TO THE EAST l EastOC has seem similar things 0 0 the Kilpatrick Turnpike around the Oklahoma County Treasurer happen. Spencer was once a thriving P ;) west side ofthe metro to connect with Butch Freeman understands people's community, which was hurt some 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 1-40 farmers called Herbert to com- fears. when highways took the place of rail-

pl~. Freeman is ~ong ~tOC's best 'roads and hurt a lot when NE 23 was 
ily fear the highway as much .as they "They knew 1 was on the known and most influentlal leaders. widened to five lanes in the early 
fear the unknown," Herbert said. (Senate) Transportation Committee He's one of the people that's been 1970s. NE 23 and not Spencer-Jones 

Sh~hab, the project mana~er and they knew I had fought turnpikes wor~g ~or ~e~ on th~ "eastern Road is now the major thoroughfare 
overseemg the outer loop ~a}or in the past, 11 Herbert said. "They com- loop, which ~s JUSt a _pomon of the and in recent years even Spencer State 
fuvestment Study. a~s, ex.I_Jl~g plained that the turnpike was going to oute~1 loop project , · Bank, the last remaining major busi­
that the unknown m this case is bemg cut their farm right in half and it I understand why they're upset. ness in downtown Spencer, has 
spawned by the kno~. would make part of their farm use- The. corridors, m~st of them, they are moved to a NE 23 locale. 

What's known is an ODOT map less. 11 talking about aren t far enough east. In Interstate highways are quickly 
showing five possible corridors the Herbert worked with the farmers all the years I've been working on this replacing streets like NE 23, as the 
outer loop could take: . and, he said Tuesday, they were paid w_e never had any plan that had th~ main routes for trucks, commuters 
. On ~em~ each of the comdorsl handsomely by ODOT for the right of highway w_est of Choctaw Road, and travelers. . 
is two miles wide. · way. . Freeman said. Four of the five alterna- "You never see a town that dried 

Some of those opposing the cor- "(The state) provided (the farm- tives have the highway crossing NE up and blew away that's . along the · 
ridors, especially in t?e . Moore '.111d ers) access to the portion of their land 23 near ~ or west of Choctaw Road. in~r~~~e," another EastOC leader 
Norman area, have distnbuted fliersthatwascutoffandevenpaidthemfor Thats why Freeman endorses s~d. ltsalwa)'.s~etownsontheold 
suggesting that ODOfplans to clear a the loss of the use of the property," the more easterly ·route favored by highway that die. 
two-mile wide path for the construe- Herbert said. Herbert. Alternative 'ZZ would take TIJRN, TIJRN, TIJRN 
tion or worse. Oklahoma, he said, is among the fue highway south and east of Lake Changes are inevitable. 

"Would you ~lieve they ~tend best states in the region when it comes Th~derbird, meaning, at least initial- "The people that moved out to 
to take up to two ~es o?- each s1d~ of to compensating land owners for ly, it would be as far east as Peebly (EastOC) 20 or 30 years ag~ had to 
the road?" one flier said. The flier, right- of-way. · Road. . know that eventually the city was 
entitled "Is 1~e State abo~t 1c:> seize "You hear a lot of people com- One EastOC leader said Tuesday g~ing to grow out to them," Freeman 
your home, and ~thers like it have plaining before the state starts buying he's heard that 'ZZ is the "flavor of the said . , . 
recently surfaced m EastOC. They up right-of-way but you hardly ever month" and would take the IQ!!!!! east Now, its really commg. 
are, .Shehab said, spreading misinfor- hear any complaints after the right-of- of Jones between Indian Meridian Plans like the Major Investment 
mallon. way has been paid for," Herbert said. and Peebly Roads. Study are the only way to make sute 

The Major Investment Study, He said the state knows which "East is where it Heeds to be," that EastOC residents can have a say 
which is being commissioned .by property is most expensive and will Freeman said. . in _where that growth will be, Freeman 
ODar,. the Oklahoma ~pike route the highway along the path of And EastOC needs the highway, said 
Authonty and the Associallon of.least resistance. he said. A few years ago, he added, the 
Central Oklahoma Governments, is "They're going to build it where The cities of Choctaw, Harrah, leaders in the towns in EastOC got 
being conducted by Cobbthey have to build the fewest number Jones and Luther all live off sales tax together and agreed that once a corri­
Engineering. The study has identifiedof bridges and have to displace the revenues. dor was identified they wouldn't zone 
the five corridors and has drawn each fewest number of homes," Herbert "They need to broaden their tax property in that corridor for residential 
of them two miles wide on the map . said. "But even if somebody does lose bases," Freeman said. "And com- use. 

"The reason the corridors are two their dream home .in the country, merce follows infrastructure. They "That way there wouldn't have to 
miles wide is so that once a final cor-they'll get paid enough for it they can need this kind of infrastructure." be more homes moved," Freeman 
ridor is determined, we can determine move further out in the country and He's seen first hand what can said. 
(the highway's) route by identifyin~build themselves. another dream happen to a town that doesn't have it. 
an 800-foot wide path for the high-\home, probably bigger than the first." Freeman isn't an Oklahoma 
way which meets the traffic objectives The same can be true for those native. He was bom and- raised in 
and will be the least disruptive for res-whose homes which are close to the McComb, Mo. You might not find 
idential areas, the environment, final location of the highway. McComb on the map because it was a 
wildlife and water resources," Shehab "They can sell their land to boom town built along the railroad . 
said. Texaco or somebody and retire," "But when the railroad ceased to 
MONEY TALKS Herbert said. be the major mode of transportation, it 

A few years ago, · when the started to ctrY up. It's not even there 
Oklahonµt Turnpike Authority was anymore," Freeman said. 

Planning growth is the only way 
to manage it, Herbert explained · 

"And urban sprawl, if that's what 
you want to call it, is happening. It's 
coming east. It's just the natural 
course of things. In the Dallas area, 
the sprawl is growing at a rate of one 
mile a year." 

Cretha Taylor knows the high­
way will be built someday. 

"They're going to do whatever 
they want to do," she said. 

What she wants is to be heard. 
"I thirik the people in Norman 

were heard. I think they made differ­
ence," she said. 

EastOC residents will have 
another chance to be heard in the 
spring. Shehab said ODOT, ITTA and 
ACOG will sponsor two more public 
hearings on the outer loop issue. One, 
thanks to Herbert's urging, will likely 
be held at EastOC Vo-Tech in 
Choctaw, Shehab said. But no sites or 
dates have been selected at this time. 
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Two meetings 
set this week 
on outer loop 

Local groups protesting con­
struction of an outer loop trans­
portation system have sched­
uled two public meetings this 
week. 

Concerned Oklahomans for 
Responsible Transportation Sys­
tems, a member of the Control 
the Loop ·coalition, has set a 
meeting for 7 p.m. Tuesday at 
the Waterloo Road Baptist 

.- Church, 3100 E. Waterloo Rd. in 
north Edmond. 

For more information, contact 
Jerry Sochor, 340-4962. 

Organizers of the Choctaw 
Outer Loop Awareness Group, 
which includes residents of 
Choctaw, Little Axe, Harrah, 
Newalla and Jones, have sched­
uled a meeting for 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday in the seminar cen­
ter of Eastern Oklahoma Coun­
ty Vo-Tech, 4601 N. Choctaw 
Rd. in Choctaw. 

For moie information, contact 
Carolyn Scatena, 391-3722. 
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Council action supported Nonnan 2020 Plan 
Editor, The Transcript 

The editorial published last Fri­
day, Jan. 15, under Our View stated 
that the City Council "caved in to 
pressure and abandoned the 2020 
plan." This is not correct 

The council did not abandon the 
2020 Plan. They passed an amended 
resolution which states, in Para­
graph 4, that in February 1997 they 
reviewed and adopted the Norman 
2020 Plan and, in Paragraph 9 & 10, 
they choose a "no build" stance on 
any of the state's proposed routes 
because we already have a plan. 

The amended resolution passed 
last week did not in any way alter or 
remove the Norman 2020 Plan. 

It merely took a stance on .any­
thing different now being proposed 
by the state and imposed on our 
existing plan. 

There are statutory procedures 
which the council must observe 
before the 2020 Plan can be altered 
or abandoned. These include pub­
lic notification in advance of alter­
ation and a period for public com-

----- -~ 

ment prior to a vote. 
I object strongly to the implication 

that the resolution characterizes 
Norman as "hardheaded, obstruc­
tionist and impossible to satisfy." 

The council resolution was not 
"obstructionist," but demonstrated 
their responsibility and due diligence 
in the stewardship of taxpayer mon­
ey and taxpayer concerns. 

Non-roadway solutions - which 
rate higher than highway building in 
the Outer Loop MIS Preliminary 
Evaluation - should be, at the very 
least, tested prior to beginning any 
new construction. 

The council proved that it was 
impossible to manipulate, Not 
impossible to satisfy. 

The 7-to-2 vote in support of the 
amended resolution was a thought­
ful and courageous vote. 

The council should be praised for 
standing by the Norman 2020 Plan 
and rejecting flawed proposals from 
the state that were based on incom­
plete and inaccurate information. 

ly mailed by the board of directors of 
the Norman Chamber of Com­
merce. 

As a chamber member, I can state 
that we did not, as a group, vote on 
their official position statement, nor 
do 1 believe that chamber members 
universally agree with the opinion 
set forth by the board. 

When the board of the Chamber 
of Commerce speaks, it is believed 
to represent the will of its member­
ship. 

There are many chamber mem­
bers who are completely opposed to 
the chamber position on this issue 
and their opposition should be made 
known. , 

I invite other chamber members 
who object to the Chamber of Com­
merce letter in support of routes X, 
Y, Z and Zz to contact the chamber 
and demand accountability for their 
position, and then make your per­
sonal opinion known on this editori­
al page. 

PAM McINTOSH 
And, concerning th~e~le::.::tt::::e~r.!.:re~c;::;;e~nt~-~-----~~~~_,.N_._,o=rman 
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By JAMES COBURN 
Sun Staff Writer 

Concerned .citizens joined in common 
cause Tuesday evening to "dead-end" a 
possible highway that would destroy their 
property. 

More than 500 people, including rep­
resentatives from the American Indian 
community, politely rallied at Waterloo 
Road Baptist Church Tuesday night, 
protesting the possible corridor. That group 
is claiming federal laws have been vio­
lated by not including the tribes in the 
study process. 

The purpose of the meeting, which last­
ed more than three hours, was not to tell 
horror stories but to target a solution, 
Edmond resident Jerry Sochor told the 
audience. 

The curious listened to issues present­
ed by speakers concerning environmental 
aspects, issues of imminent domain, and 
simple-yet-profound rights of citizens, who 
in voicing their opinions can alter deci­
sions regarding the corridor study. 

A $375,000 outer loop study is being 

sponsored by the Oklahpma Department 
of Transportation, the Association of Cen­
tral Oklahoma'. Governments and the Okla­
homa Turnpike Authority. 

The study has caused alarm for north-
east Edmond residents li~ing in the path 
of five alternate routes eing considered 
to relieve traffic congest on. All alterna­
tives terminate at Waterlo Road and Inter­
state 35. 

Before the session, Cyn; ia Russell was 
one of dozens of persons whose eyes fix­
ated on a map detailing the five alterna­
tive highway studies. 

"Generally, if you're going to have 
an area to be zoned fo:r business, the 
people affected are notified and that 
wasn't done," said the owner of prop­
erty four miles east of 1-35 and Water­
loo Road. 

Residents wrote complaints on response 
sheets Tuesday night, which were deliv­
ered this morning to the Department of 
Transportation and Cobb Engineering, the 

JAMES COBURNfThe Edmond Sun 

Hundreds of concerned residents press to get a look at 
a map detailing the five alternative routes for an outer 
loop that could possibly pass through northeast Edmond. 
Mike Russell points to an area that threatens his moth­
er's home. At right, Cynthia Westermier tries to see how 
the highway may affect her Waterloo Road property. 



OUTER LOOP: Officials seeking input 
• From Page 1 A 

firm designing the highway. 
Transportation officials are 

seeking input from the commu­
nity about the outer loop plans. 
A major financial investment 
study is first needed to complete 
the project, which could be con­
structed in 2020. However, trans­
portation officials have said fed­
eral and state funding isn't in 
place, and the project may not 
happen. 

Today, opponents of the high­
way have found the American 
Indian community has joined 
their protests. 

The crowd listened quietly as 
Maurice Eban and Mervin Wright 
Jr., who represent the National 
Congress of American Indians, 
explained how the construction 
of the highway is a violation of 
federal law. 

An outer loop corridor would 
destroy sacred burial ground, said 
Eb an. 

The Nevada residents were 
invited by the Wapapah and 
Kickapoo American Indian tribes. 
And they accused the federal 
government along with Okla­
homa transportation officials of 
violating the law by not notify­
ing the W apapah and Kickapoo 
tribes of the ongoing study. 

A repatriation act became fed­
eral law signed by former Pres­
ident George Bush in 1990, he 
said. That law allows tribes to 
work with archeologists and 
museums to ensure ancestral 
remains will be respected, said 
Eb an. 

He told The Sun after the meet­
ing that the ancestral graves are 
within the outer loop routes near 
Norman. Eban said these sites 
are protected by federal law. And 
the sec-ret location 0f where the 
burial ground -rests +s -aloo-prn­
tected by law, he said. 

Eban assailed government offi­
cials for placing a map of the 
"sacred" burial grounds on the 
Internet, which is illegal. State 
·archeologists have since pulled 
the map from public access. 

"The children that are buried 
there, they are our ancestors now 
and are respected in that man­
ner," said Eban. 

Oklahoma City attorney Robin 
Stead, who spoke on the issue 
of imminent domain, agreed that 
laws may have been broken. 
Imminent domain is taking pri­
vate land for public good. 

Norman resident Michelle 
Moore told the audience that 11 
other archaeological sites would 
be sacrificed under one of the 
route options. 

Moore is coordinating com­
munications among the opposing 
outer loop factions.The Control 
the Loop Action Coalition has 
become the umbrella group, she 
said. 

Transportation officials have 
said the outer loop is needed to 
attract business to Oklahoma, but 
Moore said taxes to build the 
road and toll fees will deter eco­
nomic development. 

Also, she is among the many 
who criticize transportation offi­
cials for poor communication 
concerning the proposed high~ 
way. 

"You ask these guys (trans­
portation officials) a question -
you want a simple yes or no 
answer and they talk you around 
the south 40 for 20 minutes " 
she said. ' 

Transportation officials will be 
invited to a future meeting, 
where residents' concerns can be 
addressed one-on-one , said 
Sochor, who is the Edmond-area 
coordinator of an informal group 
protesting the outer loop. His 
property lies near Waterloo Road 
and the interstate where all five 
proposed routes end. 

Many opponents want the state 
to consider non-highway options, 
such as light rail or vehicle lanes 
dedicated to cars with more than 
one occupant. 

"The non-roadway options 
should be tried first before a new 
dime is spent on concrete," 
Moore said. 

Norman resident Mike Opitz 
spoke to the crowd and also 
endorsed the non-highway alter­
natives. He has served on the · 
outer loop advisory committee 
while representing the Sierra 
C.lub: The clu.b is a national orga­
mz~tion momtoring lobbying for 
environmental protection 

Opitz fears polluted water 

drain.ing from the highway would 
drastically harm the quality of 
water for area residents. He said 
traffic congestion can be reme­
died . without building the loop 
by usmg the non-highway options. 

Dave Moore, the leader of the 
Control the Loop Coalition of 
Norman, concurred with the 
majority of views expressed. 

"Not only have they (trans­
?ortation officials) carelessly, 
mcompet~ntly and arrogantly 
engaged m a process that has 
the potential to deeply hurt thou­
sands of people, and deeply scar 
the beautiful land of central 
Oklahoma, but they have not 
even attempted to notify the peo­
ple whose homes, traditions 
hopes and dream,s will be 
destroyed," he said. 
(James Coburn can be reached 
via email at jcoburn@edmond­
sun.com) 
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called outer loop highway shouldn't be built 
and whether it's needed. ~ 

But the Indian group's opposition could con­
stitute a legal threat. Wright said he feared fed­
eral laws may have been violated by failing to 
include tribal leaders on the committee study­
ing potential highway routes. He also ques­
tioned the publication of protected archaeologi­
cal sites on the Internet. 

"It could be legally argued that because fed­
eral funds are being used for the study that the 
transportation department had to involve the 
tribes," Wright said. 

David Streb, a state Transportation Depart­
ment planning engineer, confirmed federal 
money allocated to the transportation depart­
ment and the Association of Central Oklahoma 
Governments is helping fund the study. 

However, Streb said the department hasn't I 
broken any federal laws requiring notification 
of tribes. · 

If officials decide to build the road, an envi­
ronmental impact study would be required, 
Streb said. Such a study would identify archae­
ological sites and federally protected tribal 
land. 

That type of study, which would require noti­
fication of Indian tribes, isn't conducted until 
about five years before a new road is built, 
Streb said. 

If transportation officials decide an outer 
loop highway is needed, they say it likely won't 
be built until 2020 because no funding is avail­
able. 

Streb said encouraged the involvement of lo­
cal tribes, including the Kickapoo, Absent 
Shawnee and Sac & Fox Nation. Another com­
munitr meeting ,to discuss the outer loop pro­
posal is planned at 6:30 p.m. today at the East­
ern Oklahoma County Vo-Tech, 4601 N 
Choctaw Road, in Choctaw. 
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Kickapoos Fe~! Proposed Highway Will 
Threaten Burial· Land 

By Christy Watson 
Staff Writer · 

Indian burial and ceremonial 
sites in eastern Oklahoma County 
could be destroyed by a highway 
proposal aimed at easing metro 
area traffic congestion, Kickapoo 
tribal officials fear. 

"We have many families that 
have lived there on tribal land for 
generations," said George Bear· 
claw, Kickapoo Tribe executive di­
rector. 

"A lot of cultural religious 
grounds that we have are there, 

and what they call Indian homes. 
There's also some family burial 
grounds that have been there since 
the Kickapoo Tribe has been in 
Oklahoma." 

Bearclaw said many families 
live east of Jones on land allotted 
to the tribe by the federal govern­
ment in the last century. 

Tribal officials and two members 
of the National Congress of Ameri­
can Indians met with state trans­
portation officials Wednesday to 
discuss a multiagency study of an 
outer loop highway. 

planning engineer. "I think they have family cemeteries in the path 
have a much better perspective of of at least two of the proposed 
what's happening." routes. Indians are forbidden by 

The two members of the Na- tradition and culture to move their 
tional Congress of American Indi- buried love ones, he said. 
ans, the largest national organiza- The purpose of the highway 
tion representing Indians, spoke at study by the transportation depart­
a community meeting in Edmond ment, the Association of Central 
on Tuesday and Choctaw on Oklahoma Governments and the 
Wednesday. More than 600 people r 
attended each meeting. , 

Mervin Wright Jr. said he wants 
to ensure compliance with laws 
that protect tribal lands. 

Bearclaw said many Kickapoos , 

·- ·-

Kickapoo leaders, along with 
members of the Sac & Fox Nation 
and the Absentee Shawnee Tribe, 
said they weren't notified of the 
$375,000 study being conducted on 
the highway's route, which could 
affect federally protected tribal 
lands. 

However, at least some Indian of­
ficials will serve on an advisory 
committee studying proposed high­
way routes. 

"There was a lot of sharing of in­
formation," said David Streb, a 
state Transportation Department 

Oklahoma Turnpike Authority is 
to decide whether an interstate 
highway is needed to relieve traffic · 
congestion from existing high- ~ 
ways. The study, which includes 
five proposed corridors for a high­
way and an option not to build the 
road, has caused debate in several 
metro cities. 
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Outer Loop Shunned by Landowners 
By Christy Watson 

Staff Writer 
Eighteen-wheel trucks could someday roll 

around urban parts of Norman and through 
more rural parts of eastern and northern Okla­
homa County on a new interstate highway. 

That same road also could carry thousands of 
metro area travelers wanting to avoid the con­
gestion of rush hour traffic on Interstate 235 
through downtown and Broadway Extension. 

At least that's what Sam Shehab envisions. 
Shehab is an engineer with the Oklahoma 

Department of Transportation and is oversee­
ing a study on if and where a highway sur­
rounding the metro area will be built. 

The $375,000 study has caused concern among 
many residents in Edmond, Norman, Choctaw, 
south Oklahoma City and Arcadia. In Decem­
ber, transportation officials unveiled five con­
ceptual corridors for the highway. Each of the 
corridors, selected by a 70-member advisory 
committee of state, local and civic officials, is 
two miles wide. 

Although transportation officials want the 
proposed highway to divert traffic off of heavily 
traveled I-35 and I-235 through downtown, com­
muters likely won't be the only ones on the 
road. 

That belief confirms the worst fear of some 
eastern Oklahoma County homeowners who 
suffer from what David Moore calls "nimbi' -
not in my backyard. 

The Norman resident is opposed to the loop 
proposals and helped organize the Control the 
Loop Action Coalition. 

In January, the group held a meeting in Nor­
man and assisted with 'meetings in Edmond 
and Choctaw. 

"I believe the outer loop gang has just been 
flat out trying to deceive us," Moore said at the 
Jan. 26 meeting in Edmond. 

More than 600 people attended, and the 
Sierra Club also announced its opposition to 
the highway proposal. 

The club joined the Norman City Council and 
the Kickapoo Tribe, which also have passed 
resolutions opposing the project. 
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Highway Heartache 
Transportation officials have repeatedly said 

the outer loop study is not about 1-35 becoming 
a trade corridor for the North American Free 
Trade Agreement. But Shehab said it's only log­
ical that increased truck traffic entering Okla­
homa from Texas on 1-35 would travel on the 
proposed highway. 

The outer loop likely would begin at 1-35 
south of the metro and end at 1-35 north of Ed­
mond. However, Shehab said attempts to divert 
freight traffic should begin south of Norman 
and connect with the eastern portion of the pro­
posed outer loop. 

Shehab admits his belief about freight traffic 
diversion is theoretical. It assumes an outer 
loop highway or another highway bypassing 1-
35 will be built. His theory also assumes money 
will be available for a new road. 

"I think the public is being a lot more opti­
mistic about funding than we are," said Terri 
Angier, state Transportation Department 
spokeswoman. 

Angier and other highway officials agree 
funding for right of way acquisition probably 
won't be available for at least 10 years. 

"It was not ever our intention to make con­
struction immediate," said Zach Taylor, execu­
tive director of the Association of Central Okla­
homa Governments. 

In a recent interview with The Oklahoman, 
Shehab was adamant that even if people don't 
want a new highway, the road's nece~sity is · 
readily apparent. 

"We better plan for it now, or God help us," 
he said. . 

In 1990, transportation officials estimated 
m o area resi tr v .1 mil-
ion m · es. B t number is ex e ti 

wrap 0 28.6 million m e~according to figures 
om the Association of Central Oklahoma Gov-

ernments. However, that figure does not in- already have requested part of the $700 million 
elude the anticipated increase in freight traffic. - distributed in $140 million segments over the 

While many have questioned the need for a next five years - to widen 1-35 from the South 
new highway, there's little doubt that traffic on Canadian River p.orth through Norman to 
1-35 is increasing. In 1996, about 93,000 vehicles Shields Boulevard and to reconstruct and 
traveled 1-35 between SE 15 and Reno daily. In widen the highway's interchange with 1-240. 
1997, that number jumped to 95,400, according . Improving 1-35 - not completing a loop 
to the state Transportation Department. around the metro - is the transportation de-

As many as 69,700 traveled daily on 1-235 near partment's priority, Shehab said. 
the state Capitol in 1996. That increased to "The money available will hardly be enough 
79,000 in 1997. to help us six-lane I-35," said Taylor of the As-

A similar growth pattern of I-35 traffic con- sociation of Central Oklahoma Governments. 
tinues through downtown Oklahoma City and . Despite the. recent outpouring of op:position, 
Edmond. Figures for 1998 aren't yet available, highway officials are excited about the mput. 
but transportation officials have said the wid- The study has generated at least 1,000 written 
ening ofI-35 from SE 15 to Shields Boulevard in comments, 67 E-mails and more than 300 phone 
Moore, expected to be complete in 2004 will fur- calls, Taylor said. 
ther increase traffic. ' And Angier hopes the comments keep com-

Shehab said building a new road isn't a mat- in§. . . 
ter of convenience for truck drivers. Instead, We wa!lt t~ hear f~om everybody - positive 
it's a safety issue for drivers. and negative, . she said. . 

"It's erroneous to call it a truck bypass be- . She O:Iso said transportat10n ~epartment offi­
cause you don't know who uses it," he said. cials will ma~e. themselves available for metro 
"More cars than trucks use the roads anyway." ~ea co~mumties that want to have town meet-

But David Moore of the Control the Loop Ac- In§S ~o q1scuss the loop study. . 
tion Coalition told homeowners the trucks' It s Important for the pubhc to educa!e 
freight likely would include hazardous and themselves so they make educated comments. 
toxic chemicals and military shipments. r. 

Money Matters 
Fear of a federally designated trade corridor 

also leaves many residents wondering if federal 
money can be used to build a new highway. 

The answer, according to transportation offi-
cials? Yes and no. · 

Yes because $700 million is available over the 
next five years as part of the federal highway 
administration's "borders and corridors" pro­
gram. Corridors of national significance, eco­
nomic growth and international or interregi­
onal trade are eligible for money. 

If a proposed highway, like the outer loop, is 
designated as a trade route, it would qualify. 

However, Oklahoma's transportation officials 



[oop Proposals 
Leave Property 
Owners Guessing 
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By Melissa Nelson 

Staff Writer 
Smoothing a bumpy road of discontent over 

proposals for an interstate highway loop 
around Oklahoma City won't be easy, transpor­
tation officials said Wednesday. 

Maps of suggested routes for the roadway 
served to incense, not inform, area residents, 
said David Streb, planning engineer for the 
state Transportation Department. 

"We put five, two-mile wide bands on a map 
that encompass thousands and thousands of 
property owners," Streb said. "That might not 
have been the best way to do this." 

The comments were made in a meeting of an 
advisory committee formed to recommend a 
route for the interstate that would form a wide 
loop around the metro area. Traffic planners 
have said the loop, ~~i&h wouldn't be built for 
at least 10 ears wil e needed to alleviate pre-

1cte traffic congestion in the growing area. 
Wednesday's advisory committee meeting 

was the first since a series of tense public meet­
ings in areas including Edmond, Norman and 
Choctaw. 

Streb said opposition to the five proposed 
routes has led the department to hold more 
meetings and to involve more citizen groups in 
the process. S'f ~ 
. Transrunjation officials also yushe!J, back an 

April" deadline for picking a rout~ he said. 
4 

"We hope to get rid of misin ormation and 
misperceptions about this project," he said. 

But the concessions didn't quell some resi­
dents' concerns, including Karen Wakelee of 
Choctaw. 

Wakelee said each of the five proposed routes 
pass over property her family has owned for 
seven generations. 

"The fact that this thing may be 20 years 
away doesn't matter to me, because I intend to 
die in my house," Wakelee said. 

Jerry Sochor, a northeast Edmond resident, 
said the proposed routes have left property 
owners in his area in financial limbo. 

"We are talking about 650 to 1,000 homeown­
ers. who don't know if they will be able to sell 
their homes," he said. "Their properties have 
essentially been seized until a decision is 
made." 

Many metro area residents are pushing plan­
ners to abandon plans for a new road. Instead 
they say expanded bus services or a commuter 
rail system could solve future traffic conges­
tion. 

Traffic officials said Wednesday they will 
study these alternatives before deciding to 
build the road. 

The road will only be built if a study of other 
options concludes they would not meet the traf­
fic needs of the metro area expected to grow by 
22 percent before 2020, said consulting engineer 
Marc Long. 
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...... OUTER lOOP 

'We want you to 
know our hearts' 
• Crowd at city hall voices opposition to Outer Loop 
By JEFF SHULTZ . 
STATE EDITOR 

[ More than 100. people opposing the anticipated 
Outer Loop highway system showed up Tuesday 
night at the Choctaw City Council meeting hoping to 
make their point about how they feel about the loop. 

They wanted a chance to have thgir opinions 
heard and to present to the Council a resolution that 
calls for the city to support the "no build" alternative, 
as outlined in the Major Investment Study, and tht;:y 

I wanted the council to vote on the resolution as new 
business. 

f They got their chance, but it .wasn't exactly what 
I they were expecting. 

"Their resolution, as we saw it, did·not qualify as 

~ ......... ~·····-

new business as defined by the Oklahoma Open 
Meeting Act. Therefore, it was decided tonight's 
meeting was not a proper forum to address their con­
cerns," City Manager Robert Floyd said. 

At the beginning of the meeting Choctaw Mayor 
Ruth Luke announced the crowd would have a chance 



loop 
CONTINUED FROM PAG0 
approval of a resolution calling on 
the MIS study group to hold a pub­
lic hearing on the loop either at the 
EastOC Vo-Tech or the Boren 
Activity Center located at 
Choctaw High School. 

"We understand the_se people's 
desire to let their views be 
expressed and that's why we, as a 
council, are trying to get a public 
hearing scheduled for this area," 
Luke told The Free Press. "Based 
on the expertise of our city manag­
er and city attorney, it was deter­
mined that this was not an item for 
new business. We want to hear 
their concerns and we want to do 
that in a facility that is large 
enough to h<imse the number of 
people that want to speak." 

Luke said she and the other 
council members did not want to 
vote on the group's alternate reso­
lution without first studying it. 

Despite her attempts to 
appease the crowd, some members 
of the group confronted Luke and 
other council members after the 
meeting. 

"We were told we could 
approach the council on this issue 
and that's why we came here 
tonight. We just want to be heard. 
We want you to know our hearts," 
one person passionately pleaded. 

The· group's alternate resolu­
tion was given to the council by 
Choctaw resident Stephanie 
Urquhart, who told the council she 
delivered the resolutions to City 
Hall by noon on Monday_. 

The "no build" option men­
tioned in the resolution is one that 
mandates the state b-µild no new 
highways, except those that 
already have been programmed. 
Under that scenario no Eastern 
Loop connecting the Turner 
Turnpike to 1-40 through EastOC 
would be built. The resolution also 
calls for a "no roadway" option, 
meaning the state should seek 
other solutions to anticipated traf­
fic congestion other than building a 
new highway. 

"Why was this not considered 
new business?" Urquhart asked. "I 
delivered these resolutions prior to 
the 24 hour posting of the council's 
agenda, which would qualify it for 
new business." 

City Attorney Ted Pool told 
the group that he had advised 
Floyd the alternate resolution was 
a subject that did not qualify as 
new business. 

"Whether that was right or 
wrong can be debated for hours. 
But in good faith we made this 
decision in an effort to comply 
with the law," Pool said. 

Pool told the crowd there were 
various procedures they could go 

Council 
CONTINUED FROM PAG.0 

chamber room as more than 100 
people showed up for the meeting tu 
voice their opposition to the loop. 

The resolution calls for the pub­
lic hearing to be held either at the 
EastOC Vo-Tech or the Boren 
Activities Center at Choctaw High 
School. The Boren Center was cho­
sen as an alternative spot for the 
hearing in light of the public's 
resi>onse to other meetings on the 
subject. 

through to get their alternate reso­
lution on the next council agenda 
in two weeks, at which point one 
resident in the crowd requested 
Ward 6 Councilman Dale Gill to j 
have the item on the next agenda. 

Gill responded that he would 
consider the request. · 

Some members of the crowd 
were upset the council had adopted 
a resolution last fall favoring two 
of the proposed corridor routes OQ. 

the MIS plan and asked the couµcil 
members how they could do that 
when the majority of residents 
opposed the plan. 

''At that time we were unaware 
of any opposition to the loop," said 
Ward 3 Councilwoman· Jeannie 
Abts. "I'm sure if we had known 
that, our vote might have been dif­
ferent at that time. I can assure you 

1 

that I will vote on any future mea­
sures concerning this issue the way 
my constituents want me to vote, 
but you have to let me know what 
your feelings are." 

Floyd told the group there had 
been several · stories on the loop 
appearing in The Free Press and 
other newspapers for several 
months prior to the October meet-

.Last week a meeting on the loop 
· was held at the EastOC Vo-Tech 

where more than 800 people heard 
speakers who oppose the loop pro­
ject. The meeting was sponsored by 
a Norman group called "Control The 
Outer Loop Coalition." 

'We understand these people's 
desire to let their Views be expressed 

1

, 
and that's why we, as ·a council, are 
trying to get a public hearing sched­
uled for this area," Choctaw Mayor. , 
Ruth Luke told The Free Press. "We / 
want to hear their concerns and we J 
want to do that in a facility that is 
large enough to house the number of 
people that want to speak." 

ing when the council adopted the 
resolution favoring the two routes. 

"This topic has been discussed 
for a long time and up until the last 
few y.reeks we have not heard any 
oppos:ftlOn to the proposed loop," 
he noted. 

Floyd, who is a member of the 
MIS Advisory Committee, said if I 
the council passes the alternate res­
olutioilj)resented by Urquhart or 
expresses opposition to the loop in 
other ways, he would pass those 
sentiments along to the Advisory 
Committee. 
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PRESS RELEASE FROM ZACH TAYLOR, 02/13/99 

"The people of Central Oklahoma have spoken, and we have listened," said 
Oklahoma Secretary of Transportation Neil McCaleb, as he announced 
indefinite discontinuation of consideration of the eastern portion of the 
Outer Loop. 

Responding to significant public involvement in the long-range study, state and 
area transportation planners have decided to discontinue review of the eastern 
portion of the Loop. 

"This was a study to see if the Loop was needed or wanted," said Association of 
Central Oklahoma Governments chairman Steve Knox. "We're not sure whether 
it is needed, but evidently it is not wanted, " he added. 

Planners will continue to consider intermodal options, transit, improved 
signalization, express busses, carpooling , high occupancy vehicle lanes and so 
forth to mitigate long-term traffic concerns as well as recommendations regarding 
the southwest portion of the proposed Loop. 

This involves study of a possible corridor from 1-40 near the airport angling south 
and east 1-35 in the Norman area. 

Partners in the this study -- the Oklahoma Department of Transportation, the 
Association of Central Oklahoma Governments, and the Oklahoma Turnpike 
Authority - have agreed to focus current efforts on the southwest portion of the 
loop and intermodal alternatives until more complete information is 
available regarding future trade traffic, commercial traffic generated by the 
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 

The Outer Loop Study was initiated by cities, towns and counties of central 
Oklahoma in conjunction with state transportation agencies in an effort to look at 
long-range transportation needs and how they relate to future zoning and land 
use decisions. 
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Outer Loop study drop 
~ ACOG says they 
will indefinitely suspend 
consideration of east loop 
Staff and Wire Reports 

A study to determine the need for a proposed 
interstate highway around the Oklahoma City 
metropolitan area has been dropped because 
strong opposition, officials announced Saturday. 

'The ~eo12le of central Oklahoma have spoken 
and we ave listened," Oklahoma Transportation 

'"Secretary Neal McCiileb saidm a statement. 
, McCiileb joined officials with the Association 
of Central Oklahoma Governments in the deci­
sion to indefinitely suspend consideration of an 
east loop around the Oklahoma City area. 

Much of the outer loop already exists or is 

under construction in the northwest and south­
west fringes of Oklahoma City, but no route has 
been established or funded on the east side, 
stretching from Norman to Edmond. 

The $375,000 study was intended to determine 
the future route of an outer loop around Okla­
homa City and study other ways of reducing inter­
state congestion that is projected over the next 20 
years. 

Objections reached a crescendo recently as 
vocal crowds gathered at public hearings in Nor­
man, Choctaw and Edmond. 

Transportation officials were stunned last 
month after the Norman City Council passed a 
resolution urging the state not to build any inter­
state loop system through its city limits. 

Dave Moore, founder of Control the Loop 
Action Coalition, was cautious about Saturday's 
announcement. 

"It sounds like we may have won a small vie-

tory," he said, "but NAFTA has not gone away ... 
Moore is still concerned with possible con­

struction of an I-35 bypass for truck traffic creat­
ed by the North American Free Trade Agreement 
between the United States, Canada and Mexico. 

Moore's group has opposed all eastern loop 
route alternatives as well as the possible bypass 
extending from Wayne to Guthrie. 

The ACOG statement released Saturday states: 
"Partners in the study (ODOT, ACOG and the 
OTA) have agreed to focus current efforts on the · 
southwest portion of the loop and intermodal 
alternatives until more complete information is 
available regarding future trade traffic, commer­
cial traffic generated by the North American Free 
Trade Agreement." 

Intermodal options include transit, improved 
signalization, express buses, carpooling and ~li 
occupancy vehicle lanes to mitigate long-term 
traffic concerns. 

I 



·Public Outcry 
Puts Brakes 

By Chip Minty 
and Amy David 
Staff Writers 

Rampant misinformation and strong 
opposition have forced state highway 
planners to abandon the study of an in­
terstate loop around the eastern fringes 
of Oklahoma City, officials said Satur­
day. 

~
"The people of central Oklahoma 

ave spoken and we have listened," Ok­
ahoma Transportation Secretary Neal 

McCaleb said in a statement released to 
'he Oklahoman on Saturday. 
Mccaleb heads the state Transporta­

tion Department and the Oklahoma 
Turnpike Authority. 

@

He joined officials with the Associa-
1on of Central Oklahoma Governments 

m the decision to indefmitely suspend 
onsideration of an east loop around 
he Oklahoma City area. 

' "Responding to significant public in-
volvement in the long-range study, 
state and area transportation planners 

I · have decided to discontinue review of 
the eastern portion of the loop," agency 

officials said in their joint statement. 
"This was a study to see if the loop 

was needed or wanted," Association of 
Central Oklahoma Governments Chair­
man Steve Knox said. "We're not sure 
whether it is needed, but evidently it is 
not wanted." 

The $375,000 study was intended to 
determine the future route of an outer 
loop around Oklahoma City and study 
other ways of reducing interstate con­
gestion that is projected over the next 
20 years. 

Much of the outer loop already exists 
or is under construction in the north­
west and southwest fringes of Okla· 
homa City, but no route has been estab­
lished or funded on the east side, 
stretching from Norman to Edmond. 

The east-side routes encountered 
growing opposition since the study's 
first public hearings last spring. 

Objections reached a crescendo re­
cently as raucous erowds gath€red at 
public hearings in Norman, Choctaw 
andEdm~ ' . 

~LOOP,Page21~ 
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From Page 1-A 
Transportation offi- . 

cials were stunned 
last month after the 
Norman City Council 
passed a resolution 
urging the state not to 
build any interstate 
loop system through 
its city limits. 

"If we don't have 
the support of the peo­
ple who initially came 
to us, who are we 
doing this for?" said 
Terri Angier, spokes­
woman for the trans­
portation department. 

She said the state 
initiated the study 
after communities ap­
proached the Associa­
tion of Central Okla­
homa Governments 
asking for solutions to 
traffic congestion. 

The association 
asked the transporta­
tion department to 
help· by contributing 
technical expertise 
and sharing in the 
study's cost. 

"This wasn't an is­
sue generated by 
ODOT. We do agree 
there is going to be a 
congestion problem at 
this · rate in about 20 
years," Angier said. 

The current expan­
sion of Interstate 35 to 
six lanes won't handle 
the traffic between 
Norman and Okla­
homa City in 20 years 
if it doubles as ex­
pected to 180,000 vehi­
cles per day, she said. 

Angier said anxiety 
caused by the study 
was exactly what the 
agencies were trying 
to avoid by involving 
the public in long­
range planning. 

"All we are trying to 
do is preplan so com­
munities could deal 
with· zoning compli­
ance in advance, and 
building permits 
wouldn't be issued for 
housing that will 
eventually have to be 
torn down." 

Angier said mis­
ta'Res were · made in 
the way the study was 
p esented to the pub-

lie. 
"Bad information 

got out and got ram­
pant among the com­
munity. People be­
came untrusting of 
the state to provide 
the correct informa­
tion. 

"If we had more in­
formation to hand out 
.. . and if people had 
taken more responsi­
bility to better inform 
themselves, I don't 
think we would be 
here today," she said. 

Dave Moore, 
founder of Control the 
Loop Action Coalition, 
was cautious about 
Saturday's announce­
ment. 

"It sounds like we 
may have won a bat­
tle," he said. 

However, Moore is 
still concerned with 
possible construction 
of an I-35 bypass for 
truck traffic created 
by the North Ameri­
can Free Trade Agree­
ment between the 
United States, Canada 
and Mexico. 

Moore's group has 
opposed all eastern 
loop route alterna­
tives as well as the 
possible bypass ex­
tending from Wayne 
to Guthrie. 

"If the Oklahoma 
City loop is taken out 
of the picture, there's 
still the NAFTA by­
pass and that's a 
whole 'nother ball 
game," said Moore, .a 
Norman resident. 

But Moore said he is 
gratified by the vic­
tory. 

"We've been told all 
along to just give up 
and quit. ... You can't 
fight city hall," Moore 
said. "I think it dem­
onstrates that people 
can make a difference 
if they're just willing 
to expend some ef­
fort." 

Zach Taylor, direc­
tor of the Association 
of Central Oklahoma 
Governments, said the 
east loop study may 
have been a moot 

Proposed Outer Loop Corridors 

YCorridor 

XCoriido1 

n I u zz Corridor 

A map shows proposed corridors for an outer loop around east Okla­
homa City. State planners have abandoned a study that includes pro­
posed routes X, Y, Z, F and ZZ east of Interstate 35. Those routes were 
considered potential loops that would carry traffic east of 1-35 north to 
Edmond. 

"We've been told all along to 
just give up and quit .... You can't 
fight city hall. I think it demon­
strates that people can make a 
difference if they're just willing to 
expend some effort." 

point anyway. 
"I think that there 

has always been a 
question of the neces­
sity of the east loop." 

It's likely the city 
area will not need an 
east loop or a NAFTA 
bypass within the 
next 10 to 20 years, es­
pecially after I-35 is 
widened to six lanes 
past Norman, Taylor 
said. 

Projections Taylor 
has seen show I-35 will 
be finished in 10 
years, but he hopes 
the state can speed 
that work with federal 

- Dave Moore, founder, 
Control the Loop 
Action Coalition 

money Congress re­
cently allocated for 
transportation. 

Along with increas­
ing the capacity of I-
35, Taylor ~aid state 
planners will continue 
to look for other ways 
of reducing congestion 
such as improved sig­
nalization, express 
buses, carpooling and 
high occupancy lanes. 

While the east loop 
study has been aban­
doned, planners will 
complete their study 
of a proposed south­
west portion of the 
loop, Taylor said. 

That would involve 
a possible corridor 
from Interstate 40, an­
gling around Okla­
homa City's southwest 
side toward I-35 in the 
Norman area. 

Angier said the 
transportation depart­
ment is being encour­
aged by the federal 
government to do 
more long-range plan­
ning. 

With long-range 
planning being a new 
concept for the nation 
and Oklahoma, the 
transportation depart­
ment understands the 
public's anxiety, she 
said. 

· Angier said there 
would be more long­
r ange plans. "We 
would like for people 
to take advantage of 
them and use the 
study for their own 
planning and · living 
conditions instead of 
shooting them down." 



Interstate StUdY Decision Throws 
Supporters for Loop --

By Christy Watson 
and David Hartman 

Staff Writers 
Bill Hoag thinks he'll be dead by 

the time an interstate is built near 
his hometown of Jones. 

The mayor of the small eastern 
Oklahoma County town is disap­
pointed that state highway officials 
discontinued a study on building a 
highway east of Interstate 35. 

"The losers in this are going to 
be the grandkids, because they 
won't have that to drive on," Hoag 
said Monday. "They just set the 
clock back 30 years by discontinu­
ing it." 

Hoag isn't the only one per­
plexed by the decision of the Asso­
ciation of Central Oklahom;i Gov-

''Something doesn't 
smell right. If you've 
ever fought the state be­
fore, you know that it 
doesn't come this easy." 

- Jerry Sochor, coordinator, 
Concerned Oklahomans 

for Responsible Transportation 
Systems 

35 or south through Mustang to 
the H.E. Bailey Turnpike, follow­
ing State Highway 9to1-35. 

Transportation officials have 
said they have no money to build a 
new interstate, nor have they de-

-

ernments, the state Transportation 
Department and the Oklahoma 
Turnpike Authority. The three 
agencies funded the $375,000 study 
to decide if and where an inter­
state loop around the Oklahoma 
City metro area were needed. 

Choctaw City Manager Robert 
Floyd said of the decision an­
nounced Saturday, "I was sur­
prised, but that's fine. We'll con­
centrate on our road 
improvements out here." 

Jones and Choctaw city leaders 
have been vocal in their support of 
.the study. 

But highway officials said the 
opposition of many metro area res­
idents is why the eastern loop por­
tion of the study was abandoned. 

"The losers in this are } 
going to be the grand­
kids, because they won't } 
have that to drive on. 
They just set the clock 
back 30 years by discon- 1 

tinuing it." 
- Jones Mayor Bill Hoag 

They will continue to study the 
southwest portion of the loop to de­
termine a possible alignment. 

The routes begin near SW 15 and 
Sara Road and then either travel 
through south Oklahoma City to I-

cided if the road would be a turn- areas opposed to a new highway. 
pike. Residents in Arcadia planned to 

The study also will review ex- meet tonight to discuss strategy for 
panded bus service, commuter rail opposing the outer loop before last 
service, carpooling and high occu- week's announcement. 
pancy vehicle lanes throughout the That meeting is still on for 7 p.m. 
metro area, highway officials said. at St. James A.M.E. Church be-

Residents who attended meet- cause residents believe the latest 
ings in December and January ·en- development may be a stall tactic 
couraged highway planners to con- until after an election season. 
sider commuter rail service as an "Somethin d esn't s right " 
alternative to building a new road. sai erry Sochor, coordinator of ' 

Norman officials voted to op- Edmond's Co~cerned Oklahom~ns 
pose plans for a new highway, for Responsible Transportation 
while officials in Mustang and Ok- Systems. " ou've ever fou ht the 
lahoma City have supported the state before, you now t a i 
plans. · doesn't come tfiis easy." -

Saturday's announcement hasn't ~cadia Mayor M~lfY,11 M~ell 
satisfied many residents in Arca- said the focus of tomght s meetmg 

dia, Chocta\<, E.::n:_:d_o~er __ ~ 
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probably will shift to 
sharing information 
about transportation 
alternatives. 

"All along, the meet­
ing was designed to 
share concepts about 
future travel in cen­
tral Oklahoma," Mur­
rell said. "And they 
(state agencies) never 
said they were going 
to stop planning." 

The meeting will 
give A ".Cadia residents 
a chance to familiar­
ize themselves with 
that planning process, 
Murrell said. 

Sochor said he won­
ders if outer loop talks 
will be revived after 
Edmond's city council 
election. 

Association of Cen­
tral Oklahoma Gov­
ernments Chairman 
Steve Knox also 
serves as Ward 2 rep­
resentative on the Ed­
mond City Council. 
Knox is up for re­
election next month. 

But Knox reiterated 
Monday that the issue 
is dead "unless every­
one comes to us all 
holding hands and 
saying, 'We want 
this.'" 

...... 

There is always op­
position to road proj­
ects, Knox said, but 
usually there also is 
support. 

"There didn't seem 
to be any support for 
this one," Knox said. 
"Without the political 
support of the commu­
nities through which 
the road goes, it's not 
going to happen." 

Despite beliefs that 
the eastern loop road 
study might be re­
vived, association Ex­
ecutive Director Zack 
Taylor said that won't 
happen in the foresee­
able future . 

Terri Angier, 
spokeswoman (or the 
transportation depart­
ment, said rumors 
that the eastern loop 
portion of the study 
continues to move for­
ward are typical of the 
misinformation asso­
ciated with the study. 

"The mistrust was 
there so that we 
couldn't even get them 
to believe us when we 
tried to give them in­
formation." 

Knox said most peo­
ple didn't realize the 
proposed routes were 
drawn only for the 
purpose of the study . 

and weren't necessar­
ily locations where 
the loop would · be 
built. 

Jones Mayor Hoag, 
who participated in 
similar loop efforts 30 
years ago, said stop­
ping the study is a bad 
idea. 

"You can't make a 
rational decision until 
you see what the 
study brings out," he 
said. 

Hoag said members 
of Norman's Control 
the Loop Action Coali­
tion, which over­
whelmingly opposed 
building a new high­
way, should want the 
study. 

"They were looking 
at it because they 
didn't see any results 
saying it was needed. 
Now they'll have to 
wait another 30 years 
or until they resume 
the study to see any 
results." 

- --------
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ille L. Demos will oppose Keating' s 
·~ plan the next time around 
~ By Carter Bradley 
s Transcript Capitol Bureau 

loop scoop 
Transportation director Neal 

McCaleb assured Hobson, Sen. Trish 
W eedn and Rep. Doug Miller that con­
struction will start soon as possible to 
convert about five miles of SH 9 into a 
a four-lane freeway from I-35 to inter­
sect with the turnpike to Lawton and 
Texas. It will also connect to the turn­
pike being built to bypass Oklahoma 
City on the west That will be an exten- . 
sion of the Kilpatrick turnpike which 
ends at I-35 and the Turner pike to Tul­
sa 

Earlier, McCaleb sought to quell the 
tumultuous debate over a route for an 
interstate bypass which may someday 
slice through eastern suburbs of Nor­
man and Oklahoma City. He 
announced the Association of Central 
Oklahoma Governments would sus­
pend a stu9y of the route inspired by 

: federal matching money available 
because of the international trade 

, agreement with Mexico. 
McCaleb, in charge of both free and 

toll highways, explained the SH 9 pro­
ject is not part of the billion dollar road 

1 program undertaken in 1997. Nations, 
who was not at the meeting, said the 
SH 9 project and toll road connection 
was a plan Norman civic leaders had 
supported when he was Norman's 
mayor. 
- Commenting on the bypass contro-

1 versy, Rep. Wallace Collins said resi­
dents of his district had been misled by 

~ highway officials but will be pleased if 
McCaleb's clarification proves accu­
rate. Maps showing proposed routes 
through his district were poorly drawn, 
Collins charged, ''but clearly showed 
many homes and farms would be 

- impacted." 
"From the beginning," Collins 

added, "they were misled into believ­
ing they would have influence in what 
happens." 

------- - -- - - -
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Nonnan portion 
of loop blocked 
Bill would cut references 
to road in master plan 

By Mick Hinton 
Capitol Bureau 

Residents opposed to con­
struction of the southeast por­
tion of an Oklahoma City turn­
pike loop - which would take 
in the Norman area east of In­
terstate 35 - can rest a little 
easier after a bill passed its first 
hurdle Thursday in the state 
Legislature. 

A measure excluding the Nor­
man leg was approved by the 
House Transportation Commit­
tee and now goes to the full 
House. 

House Bill 2574, calling for 
the exclusion, is being spon­
sored by Rep. Wallace Collins, 
D-Norman, and Rep. Danny 
Hilliard, D-Sulphur. Both of the 
lawmakers' legislative districts 
include part of the area where 
the southeast portion of the loop 
would be built. 

The bill would remove from 
the outer loop master plan any 
references to extending the loop 

Outer loop 
opposition 
A House panel has voted to 
cancel plans for a southeast leg 
of the proposed outer loop high­
way system. Here's a look at 
some of the previously pro­
posed routes. 

east of I-35 in the Moore and 
Norman area, then extending it 
north to Interstate 40 just east 
of Tinker Air Force Base. Col­
lins said Republicans in the 
committee opposed taking the 
clause out of the overall plan, 
although no recorded vote was 
taken. 

An original plan for the loop 
also called for extending the 
loop north to the Turner Turn­
pike. 

Collins said people in his 
House district have been op­
posed to four or five different 
routes proposed. 

"The people in Norman and 
Noble and the Norman City 
Council - everyone is opposed 
to it," he said. The Norman 
council passed a resolution 
urging that the southeast leg 
not be built. · 

By taking the references out 
of the master plan, Collins said 
there is further assurance that 
the southeast portion will not 
be completed. 

He said many people who 
have bought acreages in east 
Norman are strongly opposed to 
the loop. 
, The state Transportation De­
partment and Director Neal 
McCaleb have said there is not 
enough money to build that part 
of the loop anyway, but Collins 
said it is better to take the lan­
guage out of the bill. 

Public outcry from residents 
living in Norman and eastern 
Oklahoma County caused trans­
portation officials to drop that 
portion of the study. 

Staff writer Mick Hinton can be 
reached by e-mail at mhinton 
@fJklahoman.com or by phone at 475-
3105. 

-----
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Misconceptions Cloud community loop discussions 
Editor, The Transcript: 

The Sierra Club thanks the Nor­
man City Council for its resolution 
of 1-12-99 opposing the construc­
tion of an OKC-area Outer Loop 
road. We've been participating in 
the loop issue since the beginning 
of the current loop study, the Major 
Investment Study (MIS). Several 
misconceptions are clouding our 
community's discussions on the 
loop; we're writing this letter to 
help clear them up. 

First, the MIS does not capture 
the whole Outer Loop issue. The 
MIS is the latest of many Outer 
Loop studies performed over the 
past 30 years. The MIS is important 
because of its broad scope, its com­
prehensiveness and because under 
federal rules it requires public 
input. However, Oklahoma state 
law has authorized studies of the 
loop for decades - and possibly its 
construction as well - through the 
Oklahoma Turnpike Authority 
(OTA), an agency that plans and 
builds new roads as it sees fit with 
virtually no public input or over­
sight. The NAFTA Trade Corridor 
study adds more complexity, as it 
may recommend that an 1-35 
bypass be built around OKC. Such 
a bypass could be integrated with 
an Outer Loop, but it need not be. 
The bottom line: the recently 
announced "death" of the eastern 
half of the loop within the MIS does 
not guarantee that an east-side 
highway won't be built. 

Second, the Norman City Coun­
cil's resolution of 1-12-99 declares 
two related but separate prefer­
ences on the Outer Loop/NAFTA 
bypass issues: 1) any routing of an 
1-35 Trade Corridor Bypass should 
be located east of Lake Thunder­
bird, and 2) Norman supports the 
No-Build option. Notably, the City 
has taken no formal stance on 
whether a trade bypass should be 
built, only where it should go if 
built. Supporting the MIS's no-build 
option means opposing a loop road. 

Third, building a loop is merely 
one of many ways to relieve future 
traffic congestion. There are many 
reasons to avoid building a loop; we 
explain them in detail in our loop 
position paper, available upon 
request from opitz@qns.com. The 
MIS examined several "non-road 
solutions" that relieve congestion 
without a loop, including better bus 
service, better train service (com­
muter rail for people, intermodal 
truck/rail combinations for 
freight), dedicated carpooling lanes 
and incentives to reduce the num­
ber of vehicles on existing roads 
during peak traffic periods (ride 
sharing, telecommuting, shifting 
work schedules, congestion pric­
ing). In the MIS's preliminary 
analysis, 4 of the top 5 solutions and 
7 of the top 11, were non-road solu­
tions. 

Fourth, supporting the MIS's 
"no-build" alternative by itself is an 
ineffective response to expected 

future traffic congestion. No-build 
means we make no transportation 
system improvements beyond cur­
rent commitments. The Sierra Club 
supports a better approach: "no­
build plus the non-road options," 
allowing us to relieve congestion 
without a loop. We encourage the 
Norman City Council to support the 
non-road options explicitly, and to 
communicate their support to the 
highest levels of state government. 

Finally, if our government agen­
cies and politicians behave proper­
ly, Norman will not lose its influ­
ence over Outer Loop-related issues 
by opposing construction of a loop 
road. The Outer Loop MIS is head­
ed by the Association of Central 
Oklahoma Governments (ACOG). 
The City of Norman is an ACOG 
member in good standing and 
should not lose its membership 
privileges because of its stance on 
any public policy issue. When some­
one says otherwise, they really 
mean: "Gee, we're doing something 
unexpected. The people in power 
won't like us for it, and may even 
punish us." If this thinking is cor­
rect, we have a great example of 
broken government, and the people 
need to start fixing it immediately . 
Our government will behave only if 
we citizens insist that it behave. 

Sierra Club, Red Earth Group 
MIKE OITIZ, RICHARD 
MORRIS, MACK ROSE, 

GLORIA LONG, RICK 
HEDGEPATH, SALLY HARRIS 



loop: Chamber wants 
answers on highway plan 
.., Continued from Page A 1 

pike Spur, and then east along High­
way 9to1-35, where a highway would 
be built south of the Canadian Riv­
er. The loop would then turn north 
through rural land between Lake 
Thunderbird and Norman, crossing 
the Turner:'.f':Umpike and connecting 
with 1-35 north of Edmond. 

In a public meeting held in Nor­
man last week, ODar engineer Ter­
ry McFall said state plans defu.ll~ 
call for conn~ an 1-35 bypas§_ to 
the loop where it swings through 
east Norman. 

In the joint letter to the Outer Loop 
Steering Committee after state plan­
ners held their first publkmeeting in 
Norman last Jµne, Thomp8on and. 
Pullin wrote that an outer loop across 
north Norman "makes sense." But 
the letter also stated that "the use of 
any part of Highway 9 'within the Nor­
man cify. limits for the outer loop 
and/ or atlinterstate 35 ~would 
J>e disastrous for Norinan." 
· ,: The jpinMetter emphasized that 
tlie Norman: 2020 gro plan "took 
considerable n~nreo( . e _environ­
~nt,ally seiisitiVe .... · ' ·of the rural 
~a·~aroui.id Lake; \fµderbird." 
Jlel<rfltti~e aral' v .soils.isthe 

Garber-Wellington Aquifer, which 
supplies drinking water for Norman 
and much of the region. 

At the Monday chamber meeting 
Don Wood, executive director of the . 
Norman Economic Development 
Coalition, said "The farther out a loop 
is from Norman, the better off we are. 
This one's not far enough. It would 
be better to have the loop coming off 
1-35 .... The only person to siimifi­
cantly influence this would be the 

. governor." '? 1 ? 
Cham6er Director Chuck 

Thompson, president of Republic 
B3nk -0f Norman, said it's important 
that outer loop planners act on rec­
ommendations made by the cham­
ber and the city. Thompson also sug­
gested the chamber recommend an 
alternative route for the bypass, 
rather than merely object to the pro-
posed route. •

1 The Chamber Board approved . 
Thompson's motion to ask members/ 
of the Outer Loop Steering Commit-' 
tee to respond to the joint letter sei\t 
to them in June. · · :d 

· "We need tc;> get a response to e 
points made in the letter( 'Tho n 
said. "If they don't answe'iJ ~e 
approach the governor orjJak 
er action." 

= 
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Committee resurrects 
highway loop plan 
By Mick Hinton 
Capitol Bureau 

The state Senate 
Transportation Com­
mittee gave thumbs up 
Tuesday to keeping the 
eastern corridor in the 
Outer Loop Highway 
Master Plan for Okla­
homa City, although 
city councils, particu­
larly Norman, and hun­
dreds of residents have 
opposed it. 

Sen. Gene Stipe, D­
McAlester, said Tues­
day that city councils 
don't get to decide a 

. transportation plan for 
the greater Oklahoma 
City area. 

"Only the Legislature 
- not even Neal McCaleb 
- gets to do that," said 
Stipe, D-McAlester, be~ 
cause otherwise it would 
rarely be possible to build 
a highway involving mul-

•••• 

tiple communities. 

"But state Transporta­
tion Director Mccaleb 
promised this wouldn't 
happen," said Dave 
Moore, a Norman-area 

See LOOP, Page 4-A 

Loop: Other 
solutions offered 

From Page 1-A 

citizen who represents more 
than 1,000 residents in the cor­
ridor area. 

Mccaleb was quoted in Feb­
ruary 1999 as saying, "The 

· (eastern) loop is dead." 
David Streb, planning engi­

neer with the state transporta­
'" tion department, said Tuesday 

that McCaleb's statement last 
year meant simply that the 
state was abandoning its study 
of an eastern corridor because 
residents and town officials 
had clearly spoken that they 

\ opposed it. 
He said that McCaleb's com­

ment did not mean that the 
corridor would never be built. 

The purpose of adding the 
corridor would be to lessen 
traffic on Interstate 35, which 
is getting worse all the time, 
said Sen. Dave Herbert, D­
Midwest City. 

He said the area from south 
of Norman past Moore is par­
ticularly crowded during rush 
hours. 

Herbert spearheaded the ef­
fort Tuesday to kill a bill that 
would have stripped the east­
ern corridor from the master 
plan outlined in state law. 

He said it could well be an­
other 20 years before any east­
ern leg is built. The measure 
was defeated 12-4. 

Sen. Trish Weedn, D-Purcell, 
said that at least 800 people 
who heard McCaleb last 
spring "believe it was a dead 
issue," and it would be decep­
tive for the state to go back on 
a promise. 

Weedn said the state Trans­
portation Department mishan­
dled information provided 
about the plan. The depart­
ment's proposal outlined four 
possible routes, each cutting a 
two-mile-wide swath that 
would have taken the homes of 
1,000 or more residents. 

A battle about the eastern 
corridor has been looming for 
more than a year. Residents 
said they don't want an 
interstate-type highway run­
ning through their back yards. 

Moore's daughter, Anna, 
who is 13, told the committee 
in a soft, timid voice to stick to 

the promise made by Mccaleb. 
"You are going to die sooner 

than we are," she said, noting 
that she and her generation 
will have to foot the bill for the 
corridor. 

The Sierra Club has joined 
the fracas. Spokesman Mike 
Opitz urged officials to consider 
alternatives, such as widening 
the lanes on I-35 and using rail, 
buses and designated lanes to 
alleviate I-35 traffic. 

Herbert said building the 
corridor actually would solve 
air pollution problems because 
the w·orst kind occurs when 
cars are backed up and wait­
ing along I-35. The western 
half of the loop is moving for­
ward and will connect to the 
Kilpatrick Turnpike. 

Other communities voicing 
concern over the past year have 
been Jones, Harrah, Choctaw 
and Edmond. The route would 
extend eastward from I-35 south 
of Norman, then follow a route 
roughly parallel to Indian Me­
ridian, then cutting west to In­
terstate 35, north of the Turner 
Turnpike. 

House Bill 2574" by Weedn 
and Rep. Wallace Collins, D­
Norman, would have stopped 
the Oklahoma Turnpike Au­
thority from ever building an 
eastern corridor toll road un­
less state law was amended. 
Stipe and others said that it 
stay in the statutes "only as a 
plan." 

The state House of Represen­
tatives voted earlier this ses­
sion to remove the eastern cor· 
ridor from the plan. 

Those voting to keep the 
eastern corridor in the master 
plan were senators Herbert; 
Stipe; Sam Helton, D-Lawton; 
J. Berry Harrison, D-Fairfax; 
Mike Johnson, R-Kingfisher; 
Robert Kerr, D-Altus; Owen 
Laughlin, R-Woodward; Frank 
Shurden, D-Henryetta; Rick 
Littlefield, D-Grove; Jim Mad­
dox, D-Lawton; Carol Martin, 
R-Duncan, and Scott Pruitt, R­
Broken Bow. 

Those voting to strip the lan­
guage were Johnnie Crutch­
field,- D-Ardmore; Ted Fisher, 
D-Sapulpa; and Keith Left­
wich, D-Oklahoma City. 
Weedn, author of the bill, 
didn't get to vote because she 
is not a member of the trans­
portation committee. 

Staff writer Mick Hinton can be 
reached by e-mail at mhinton 
@Pklahoman.com or by phone at 475· 
3105. 
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The NAFT A Corridor Bypass/Outer Loop: 
Media Snips 

Prepared by Control The Loop Action Coalition 
1108 W. Main, Suite 101, Norman, OK 73069 - (405) 579-7880 

"He [Neil McCaleb, Oklahoma Secretary of Transportation, Director of ODOT, Director 
of OTA] said his priorities include determining the most effective routes, and building 
roads ... . " 

Norman Transcript, 01/03/99 

"McCaleb acknowledged that public input in the highway planning process 'is not a 
democratic poll. Public input is taken into consideration, but the public is not in a 
position to make enlightened judgment about traffic modeling:"' 

Neil McCaleb, Oklahoma Secretary of Transportation, Director of ODOT, Director 
of OTA, Norman Transcript, 01 /03/99 

'"If we don't do this now, in five years, we might not be able to get the right-of-way for 
it .... "' 

Marc Long, Cobb Engineering, Outer Loop MIS Contractor, Norman Transcript, 
Oill14~S . . . . . . . . .. 

'"By the time we get through with this process, it will impact half a million people. "' 
Marc Long, Cobb Engineering, Outer Loop MIS Contractor, Norman Transcript, 
06/14/98 

"Transportation officials have said restrictive zoning or special legislation could be used 
to preserve land. However, they have not said how the state would acquire land from 
existing homeowners and businesses." 

Norman Transcript, 12/30/98 

"The subject of intimate [sic-eminent] domain, and alternative transportation will be. 
addressed atthe meeting." . .. . . . . .. ·. . . ·. . . . 

Edmond Sun, 01 /14/99 

'" ... learning how to preserve the corridor will go beyond local and state applications i.n 
the future."' 

Zac Taylor, ED of ACOG, Norman Transcript, 06/14/98 

[Steve] Knox [Edmond City Councilor, Chairman of ACOG and MIS Steering Committee 
member] said none of the primary studies were designed to take into consideration 
residential neighborhoods ... . " • 

Edmond Sun, 01/10/99 

-:· 

· ·. 



"Knox said the criteria of any plans has [sic-have] nothing to do with residences .... " 
Edmond Sun, 01/10/99 

"We dare not wait for the project to come to a vote before voicing our opposition .. . . " 
Ed itorial, Norman Transcript, 12/17/98 

'"The anemic approach to public notification of th is project smacks of secrecy and 
avoidance of public dissent. "' 

Letter, John Deen, Sunday Oklahoman, 12/20/98 

"On Dec. 23, McCa.ieb met with representatives of the Norman Chamber of Commerce 
and announced the Zz option had been restored to the list of routes still under 
consideration. " 

Norman Transcript, 01/03/99 - [NOTE: A NEW Zz route was added, unstudied 
by the MIS.] 

'" ... landowners shouldn't work themselves up over something that hasn't yet been 
finalized ... This is not the time to panic yet ,' .... " 

Steve Knox, Edmond City Councilor, Chairman of ACOG and MIS Steering 
Committee member, Edmond Sun, 01/10/99 
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"Sierra Club spokesman Mike Opitz told [Norman] council members .thaf .. offidals 
'glossed over' the non-road options which call for improving mass transit and enhancing 
the existing road network rather than building new highways. 'The loop study is biased 
against non-road solutions. Their proposals are misleading, inaccurate and 
diversionary."' 

Norman Transcript, 01 /13/99 

'"There are new alternatives people may want to consider.'" 
Zac Taylor, ED of ACOG, Norman Transcript, 06/14/98 

· "'Examples of non-highway alternatives include light rail or vehicle lanes dedicated to 
ca.rs with more than one occupant. And from evaluating alf the non-highway options, 

· tiie need for ·a highway may possibly be· elimin"ated. ,;, · · · 
Marc Long, Cobb Engineering, Outer Loop MIS contractor, -Edmond Sun, 
01 /21 /99 

" .. . there can be a loop built whether Norman agrees with it or not. It is not just a 
Norman issue .... " 

Norman City Planner Pat Copeland, The Daily/Norman Oklahoman, 01 /15/~9 

" ... [Norman] council member Shove said the council's ultimate responsibility was in 
maintaining the integrity of the 2020 plan, which protects the east Norman environment, 
the Garber-Wellington Aquifer and Norman's water supply. 'Local concerns are what 
matter most,' Shove said." 

Norman Transcript, 01 /13/99 



"Will the construction of a highway bypass rampage through the rural area of East 
Norman? Not if the City Council and Norman citizens have a say." 

Oklahoma· Daily, 01 /13/99 

"The Norman City Council approved a resolution Tuesday opposing any of the options · 
proposed for an outer loop .... Councilman Harold Haralson was one of the two 
members who opposed the resolution. He worried that without city input, state officials 
will do what they want." 

Daily Oklahoman, 01/13/99 

"Richard Massie, [Norman] director of planning, .made it clear the city's view was not in · 
favor of the loop as proposed." 

Norman Transcript, 06/25/98 

'"It is my observatiGn that the people of Norman are very concerned with the outcome 
of this study."' 

Marc Long, Cobb Engineering, Outer Loop MIS contractor, Norman Transcript, 
06/25/98 

"Obviously,. the routes they proposed to us weren't in harmony with the desires of the 
citizens.'' · ·· · · · · · 

Norman Mayor Bob Thompson, The Daily/Norman Oklahoman, 01/15/99 

"She [ODOT spokeswoman Terri Angier] said faxes and letters - even handwritten 
notes - are of more value than phone calls." 

The Daily/Norman Oklahoman, 01/15/99 
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"Transportation Department officials say public input is important to the planning 
process, although none can say just how much clout public opinion carries, compared to 
other factors. Public response has been ·heavy, they say. " 

Norman Transcript, 01 /03/99 

· · "Trarisportatiori offieials are still acc·epting ·p~blic comments, but ·speeific observations· 
that provide direction are preferred." · · 

Norman Transcript, 01/03/99_ 

"The actual loop will only require 800 feet for the highway's width .... The exact 
placement within the two-mile-wide section will be determined based on which will 
cause the least impact .... " . 

Norman Tran script, 01 /24/99 

"Taylor [Executive Director of ACOG] said citizens that become involved-in the loop 
planning are making an investment into what Norman will look like in the next century." 

Norman Transcript, 06/14/98 
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'"We want to make sure any proposals are compatible with their [the citizens'] visions of 
future land use. "' 

Zac Taylor, ED of AGOG, Norman Transcript, 06/14/98 

"[ODOT] spokeswoman Terri Angier asked how Norman officials will participate in the 
process of selecting a route after passing a resolution opposing the loop entirely. 'We 
just can't understand why they would want to exclude themselves from the planning 
process.' Angier said the resolution will effect [sic] the study, but it may not have killed 
the possibility of loop construction in Norman." 

The Daily/Norman Oklahoman, 01 /15/99 

"Marc Long, vice president of Cobb Engineering, said the proposed corridors could be 
altered or the study committee could recommend no highway be built." 

Daily Oklahoman, 01 /20/99 

"City officials view t~e situation with some concern, according to City Planner Pat 
Copeland. " 

Norman Transcript, 06/14/98 

"'The loop, which officials maintain is still in the conceptual stages, would be an 
alternative route to 1-35. If 1-35 is to become the_ North American Free Trade Agreement 

. [NAFTA] Corridor, the rieed for a loOp Will 'rise accordingly,' according to .Zac Taylor, . . . 
Executive Director of the Association of Central Oklahoma Governments." 

Norman Transcript, 06/14/98 

"Research from NAFTA Coalition shows there is a relationship between the 1-35 bypass 
and the outer loop .... " 

Neil McCaleb; Oklahoma Secretary of Transportation, Director of ODOT, Director 
of OTA, Norman Transcript,-01/03/99 · · 

"The bypass would begin near Wayne where a Customs Center, the 'Mid-Continent 
· Gateway Project,' is proposed: The _legislature [sic-the Federal ·Highway Bill} has 
· appropriated $1 .million for a study into the feasipility of the customs checkpoint, where 
· trucks from Mexicci'would r·eceive clearance for pas.sage through tlie stat~_.,, · .... . · · 

Norman Transcript, 01 /03/99 · 

"June's federal highway bill provided $1 million for a feasibility study for an i'riternational 
trade center in McClain County but more money is needed from local sources before 
the study can begin. ... Robert Hendrick, an engineer and project director for the 
McClain County public trust, said the county doesn't have the 20% matching funds. 
Trade center boosters will try to get the Legislature to appropriate money to pc;iy the 
matching funds, Hendrick said." 

Daily Oklahoma, 12/08/98 



"Still unre.solved is an argument over Mexican trucking. In 1995, citing safety concerns, 
the Clinton administration blocked implementation of a NAFTA provision that would 
allow Mexican haulers to carry goods into California, Arizona, NewMexico and Texas." 

Normari Transcript, 01 /08/99 · 
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"City officials say such a connection, traveled by as many as 30,000 heavy trucks a day, 
would be devastating to environmentally fragile land .... " 

Norman Transcript, 12/15/98 

"The Steering Committee ... outlined the importance of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA] and the designation of Interstate 35 as a major trade corridor as 
key reasons for the need of a loop. (Terry] McFall (of ODOT] said the Outer Loop study 
would meld into a present 1-35 trade corridor study." 

Norman Transcript, 06125198 

"Marc Long, of Cobb Engineering, said the committee was trying to find out what needs 
to be done and then how to do it so that it could be incorporated into the 1-35 study." 

Norman Transcript, 06125198 

"Zac Taylor, of ACOG, said preservation of desired land use was the key concept on 
every level of the study." 

·Norman Transcript, 06!2.5fd8 

"\Nill the Outer Loop be a turnpike or a freeway? McCaleb said the decision won't be 
made for perhaps another 20 years .. .. The Turnpike Authority has been a viable 
alternative to using highway funds."' 

Norman Transcript, 01 /03/99 

"Transportation officials have not discarded the idea of making the outer loop a 
turnpike." 

Norman Transcript, 12/30/98 

'"We are not eliminating the turnpike method - but a prncess is required to achieve 
federal funds:'" · · · 

Marc Long, Cobb Engineering, Outer Loop MIS contractor, Edmond Sun, 
01Q1ffi9 . 

"(Steve] Knox (Edmond City Counci lor, Chairman of ACOG and MIS Steering 
Committee member] also agreed that the conception of a toll-road has not been 
decided." 

Edmond Sun, 01/21/99 

"Portions of the loop already in place or under construction include the Kilpatrick 
11 Turnpike in north Oklahoma City and the H.E. Bailey Spur Turnpike west of Norman." 

Daily/Norman Oklahoman, 12/30/98 



"Much of the loop's northern and western segments have already been established by 
the Turner and Kilpatrick Turnpikes." 

Edmond Sun, 01 /14/99 and Norman Transcript, 12/24/98 

"Turnpikes already comprise the first legs of the Outer Loop, so 'it seems reasonable 
the Turnpike Authority will be a player,' McCaleb said. Much of the groundwork for the 
outer loop was completed for a turnpike program proposed by former Governor David 
Walters. The plan failed to gain legislative support. " 

Norman Transcript, 01/03/99 

"In the last 50 years, if you take out the Interstate system, Oklahoma has built only four 
miles of limited access, grade separated [non-toll road] state highways." 

Neil McCaleb, Oklahoma Secretary of Transportation, Director of ODOT, Director 
of OTA, Norman Transcript, 01 /03/99 

"The highway would not be funded and constructed for at least 20 years, according to 
transportation officials. " 

Edmond Sun, 01 /14/99 

"Portions of the loop are not expected to be constructed for at least 20 years." 
Norman Transcript, 12/24/98 

"Engineering and transportation officials will select one route the spring of 2000." [sic-
1999] 

Edmond Sun, 01/10/99 

"The nearest freeway to Mustang, Interstate 40, is almost four miles to the north .. .. 
'We have some people who want this to be the precious little community that it's been,' 
he [Mustang Mayor Ross Duckett] said." 

Daily Oklahoman, 01/20/99 

"Many other cities are closely following the actions of an advisory committee of city 
officials and civic and business leaders studying proposed loop routes. Steve Eddy, 
Moore Assistant City Manager, is on the committee. 'We'd like to see it built,' Eddy 
said: 'It would potentially bring people through who might stop for a hamburger."' 

Daily Oklahoman, 01 /20/99 . 
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